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CROP  PROD UCTTOTTRXP  ORT ,  M AR C H  1,  1956 

The  Crop  Reporting  Board  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  makes 
the  following  report  for  the  United  States  from  data  furnished  by  crop  corre- 
spondents, field  statisticians,  and  cooperating  State  agencies. 

CITRUS  FRUITS  1/ 


Crop 


Average 
1944-53 


PRODUCTION 
1953  1954 


Indicated 
1955 


Oranges  and  Tangerines 

Grapefruit  , 

Lemons  , 


Thousand  boxes 


116, 346 
49, 262 
13,  001 


130, 870 
48,  370 
16, 130 


135, 445 
42,  170 
14, 000 


135, 865 
46, 000 
13, 200 


l7~Season  begins  with  the  bloom  of  the  year  shown  and  ends  with  the  completion 
of  harvest  the  following  year. 


MILK  AND  EGG  PRODUCTION 


Month 


Average 
1945-54 


MILK 
1955 


1956 


EGGS 


Average  : 
:    1945-54  < 


1955 


1956 


Million  pounds 

Millions 

January  .... 

8,  382 

9,  163 

9,  604 

4,  826 

5,  234 

5,  161 

February  .  .  . 

8,  223 

8,  835 

9,  582 

5.029 

4,  897 

5,  134 

Jan.  -Feb.  Incl. 

1  6,  605 

1  7,  998 

19,  186 

9»  855 

10,  JL31 

10, 295 
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GENERAL  CROP  REPORT  AS  OP  MARCH  1,  1956 

Crop  prospects  for  1956  now  combine  no  more  than  usual  hazards  and 
uncertainties  in  some  areas  with  strongly  favorable  features  elsewhere. 
Southern  plains  wheat  generally  needs  more  moisture  after  only  scant 
February  precipitation.    Moisture  deficiency  also  persists  in  important 
Corn  Belt  sections.     Crop  growth  in  early  areas,  although  slowed  by  cool 
weather  or  wet  soils,  is  now  ready  for  a  quicjc  speedup.    Fruits  in  early 
areas  exhibit  promising  bloom  although  still  facing  possible  frost  damage; 
other  fruits  remain  dormant.    Although  February  brought  extremes  in  both 
temperature  and  precipitation  to  many  sections,  the  season  on  the  whole  is 
somewhat  backward, 

Winter  wheat  in  parts  of  the  southern  plains  entered  the  period  of 
greatest  hazard  from  spring  wind  erosion  with  insecurity  because  of  dry 
and  powdery  soils.    Loss  of  acreage  reported  to  date  is  not  extensive  but 
soil -firming  rains  are  badly  needed  to  prevent  considerable  loss.    Much  of 
the  acreage  seeded  in  Kansas,  Nebraska,  the  Northern  Plains  and  Pacific 
Northwest  has  had  considerable  snow  cover  during  periods  of  extreme  cold 
and  winter  damage  has  been  consequently  reduced.     In  East  North  Central 
and  Northeastern  States  wheat  prospects  are  generally  good  except  in  late 
fields  some  of  which  show  sparse  growth  and  some  winter  damage. 

Southern  winter  grains,  cover  crops  and  forage  plantings  made  slow 
progress  in  February  because  of  periods  of  cool  or  wet  weather.  However, 
in  most  South  Central  and  Southeastern  sections  only  a  warm  stretch  of 
weather  is  needed  to  bring  fast  growth  of  early  crops,  lush  pastures, 
and  further  plantings. 

Among  the  more  ominous  danger  signals  now  apparent  for  1956  is  the 
subsoil  moisture  shortage  which  important  Corn  Belt  sections  in  Iowa, 
Nebraska,  Kansas,  and  parts  of  Illinois  and  Missouri  have  inherited  from 
the  previous  dry  summer,  fall,  and  winter.     In  northern  and  Central  Illinois, 
among  other  sections,  hauling  of  stock  water  is  abnormally  prevalent.  Timely 
rains  during  the  growing  season  will  be  needed  even  more  urgently  than  usual 
in  parts  of  the  Corn  Belt  unless  heavy  early  spring  rains  erase  the  deficit. 
In  contrast,  soil  moisture  supplies  in  most  of  the  eastern  half  of  the  Nation, 
in  the  Mountain  States,  Northern  plains,  and  far  West  are  ample  . —  in  places 
excessive.    The  water  content  of  western  snowpacks  have  increased,  improving 
the  already  good  prospects  for  irrigation  water  supplies. 

Crop  activities  for  more  advanced  areas  include  the  continued  harvest 
of  citrus  fruit  and  the  early  vegetable  movement  from  Florida,  Texas,  Arizona, 
and  California  which  provides  the  winter  market  supplies  shoppers  have  come 
to  take  for  granted.  Potato  digging  is  active  in  southern  Florida  while 
planting  continues  in  the  north  part  of  the  State  and  in  Alabama,  Texas 
Rio  Grande  Valley  cotton  pushed  up  to  good  stands  while  corn  planting  was 
active  over  the  eastern  part  of  the  State.     Spring  oats  seeding  is  well 
advanced  in  Oklahoma  and  is  extending  to  northern  most  parts  of  Kansas. 
Harvest  of  Louisiana  strawberries  is  gaining  in  volume.     In  California's 
San  Joaquin  Valley  almonds  bloom  while  farther  north  in  the  Central  Valley 
cool  weather  retarded  development  but  favored  orchard  pruning  and  spraying. 
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Except  for  earlier  sections  much  of  the  Nation  remained  in  the  winter 
slowdown  with  livestock  care  and  advance  preparations  ranking  as  main  activ- 
ities.   Farm  woodlots  also  came  in  for  some  attention.    Tapping  maple  trees 
started  in  Michigan,  New  York,  and  Pennsylvania  and  will  soon  "begin  in  New 
Sngland. 

Severe  winter  weather  in  Minnesota,  the  Dakotas,  Montana,  Idaho,  and 
Washington  as  well  as  other  areas  increased  the  drain  on  hay  and  other 
stored  forage  and  resulted  in  instances  of  local  shortage  and  reduction  of 
reserves.    Hay  supplies  are  still  regarded  as  adequate  although  some  redis- 
tribution is  being  made.    Livestock  condition  has  been  well  upheld  by  heavy 
feeding  during  these  unfavorable  periods,  which  in  most  States  have  been 
alleviated  by  periods  of  above-normal  temperatures  favorable  to  early  calving 
and  lambing.    Pastures  have  been  slow  starting  even  in  earlier  sections 
because  of  cold  or  soggy  soils. 

Production  of  winter  vegetable  crops  for  1956  is  slightly  larger  than 
last  year  with  a  1,6  million  ton  total — 8  percent  above  average,  VJarm 
weather  in  Florida  during  the  past  month  aided  recovery  of  several  crops 
damaged  by  low  January  temperatures.    Indicated  early  spring  vegetable 
production  is  larger  than  last  year  for  lettuce  and  onions  but  is  smaller 
for  asparagus,  broccoli,  and  cauliflower,    Acreage  for  spring  harvest  in 
1956  is  expected  to  be  larger  than  1955  for  asparagus,  cabbage,  onions,  beets, 
and  watermelon  but  less  for  spinach. 

Milk  production  made  a  leap-year  gain  of  8  percent  above  the  level  of 
last  year's  28  day  total,  averaging  5  percent  higher  on  a  daily  basis. 
Contributing  factors  were  high  milk  flow  per  cow  and  a  record-high  propor- 
tion of  cows  being  milked  for  the  date.    The  March  1  averages  for  crop 
reporters'  herds  were  18,96  pounds  of  milk  per  cow  in  herd  and  71,9  percent 
of  all  cows  milked.    Output  per  cow  was  at  record  high  for  March  1  in  all 
regions  of  the  country. 

February  egg  production  rose  to  5  percent  more  than  last  year  due 
chiefly  to  the  added  day.    The  estimated  inventory  of  the  national  laying 
flock  during  the  month  of  324  million  layers  v/as  1  percent  less  than 
February  last  year  and  on  March  1  was  2  percent  less  than  a  year  ago, 
shovring  higher  than  average  disappearance  since  February  1, 

CITKjS:    The  1955-56  orange  crop,  estimated  at  131,3  million  boxes  on 

March  1,  is  slightly  larger  than  estimated  on  February  1  and  is 
1  percent  greater  than  production  in  1954-55,    The  California  Navel  crop 
is  turning  out  a  little  better  than  previously  expected  and  conditions 
how  indicate  1  million  boxes  more  Florida  Valencias  than  the  forecast  of 
February  1,    On  March  1,  harvest  of  early  and  midseason  varieties  in  Florida 
was  almost  finished.    Harvest  of  Navels  in  the  central  California  district  is 
about  70  percent  complete  and  in  southern  California  is  advancing  rapidly. 
Total  production  of  early  and  midseason  oranges  in  all  States  is  estimated 
at  68,2  million  boxes  compared  with  69,1  millions  last  season.    The  Valencia 
crop  is  forecast  at  63  million  boxes  compared  with  61,2  million  boxes  last 
year.    Harvest  of  Valencias  is  now  getting  under  way  in  Florida  but  will 
not  start  in  California  until  about  May  1, 

To  March  1  this  year,  about  59,1  million  boxes  of  oranges  of  all 
kinds  had  been  harvested  compared  with  61,8  millions  harvested  to  March 
1  last  year.    The  quantity  processed  to  March  1  this  year  i6  slightly 
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ahead  of  a  year  ago  "but  fresh  sales  have  lagged  behind  those  rf  last  year. 

About  72,2  million  "boxes  remain  to  "be  picked  after  March  1,  1956  compared 
with  68.6  millions  remaining  for  harvest  on  March  1,  1955.    Harvest  «vf  the 
Florida  tangerine  crop,  estimated  at  4.6  million  boles,  is  about  90  per- 
cent complete. 

The  1955-56  grapefruit  crop,  estimated  at  46  million  boxes,  ia  only 
slightly  less  than  the  February  estimate  but  is  9  percent  larger  than 
production  last  season.    The  prospective  crops  for  Florida,  Texas  a»A 
Arizona  are  the  same  as  indicated  a  month  ago  but  the  California  summer 
crop  ia  12  percent  les3.    To  March  1,  1956,  about  25.7  million  boxeo  pf 
grapefruit  had  been  harvested  compared  with  23,9  million  harvested  by  the 
same  date  last  year.    Both  fresh  sales  and  processing  are  ahead  of  t  year 
ago.    About  20.3  millions  remain  for  harvest  after  March  1  of  this  year 
compared  with  19.2  millions  remaining  for  harvest  on  March  1  last  year, 

California  lemon  production  is  forecast  at  13.2  million  boxes,  the 
same  as  a  month  ago.    This  prospective  crop  is  6  percent  smaller  than 
production  last  season  but  is  slightly  above  average. 

In  Florida,  the  harvest  of  the  52-million  box  crop  of  early  and  mid- 
season  oranges  is  about  finished  with  about  3  million  boxes  left  on 
March  1,  including  about  a  million  boxes  of  Temples.    With  production  of 
early  and  midseason  oranges  about  the  same  as  last  year,  utilization  to 
March  1  showed  more  oranges  processed  and  fewer  sold  for  fresh  use, 
The  Florida  Valencia  harvest  has  started  but  mostly  for  fresh  use. 
Processing  of  Valencias  in  big  volume  is  not  expected  before  April  1, 
Harvesting  of  Florida's  39-million  box  grapefruit  crop  is  well  along 
with  22,5  million  boxes  utilized  to  March  1.    About  16,5  million  boxes 
were  unharvested  on  March  1  this  year  compared  with  15,3  million  a  year 
earlier.    The  citrus  area  in  Florida  is  very  dry.    Lakes  are  at  a  lew 
level,  making  irrigation  difficult.    The  warm  weather  during  the  latter 
part  of  February  caused  citrus  trees  to  put  out  new  growths  and  push  out 
buds.    In  some  areas,  trees  had  reached  peak  bloom  by  March  1. 

In  California,  the  heavy  winter  rains  were  a  favorable  factor  in  the 
sizing  of  Navel  oranges.    The  quality  of  Navels  has  been  excellent, 
Valencias  have  made  good  growth  although  they  have  not  followed  the  rapid 
size  growth  of  the  Navel  crop.    Lemons  have  matured  earlier  than  normal 
in  some  districts  and  have  made  good  growth  as  a  result  of  substantial 
rains.    Early  summer  pickings  are  expected  to  be  light  because  a  sub- 
stantial portion  of  the  young  fruit  which  would  be  harvested  in  June 
and  July  was  lost  during  the  September  hot  spell.    Harvest  of  Desert 
Valleys  grapefruit  continues  in  light  volume  because  of  heavy  competition 
from  other  areas.    The  heaviest  movement  of  this  crop  is  expected  during 
May  and  June, 

Harvest  of  most  of  the  groves  in  Texas  is  over  for  the  season 
although  a  few  will  have  fruit  through  March,    Texas  citrus  trees  are 
probably  in  the  best  condition  they  have  been  at  this  period  in  many 
years.    New  wood  growth  is  prolific  and  conditions  in  late  February 
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were  favorable  for  the  exceptional  heavy  bloom.    Most  groves  have  been  veil 
cared  for,  fertilized,  dusted,  and  irrigated  regularly.    The  present  reserve 
of  water  for  irrigation  is  estimated  to  be  sufficient  to  carry  through  May. 

MILK  PRODUCTION;    Production  of  milk  on  farms  in  February  totaled  9.582 

million  pounds,  8  percent  more  than  last  year  when 
February  had  28  days  and  17  percent  above  the  February  1945-5^  average* 
On  a  daily  basis,  milk  production  for  February  this  year  ran  about  5  per- 
cent higher  than  in  1955.    Most  of  the  eastern  half  of  the  country  was 
relatively  warm  and  wet  during  February,  and  there  were  heavy  rains  in  the 
northern  Pacific  Coast  area,    Relative  to  population,  February  1956  produc- 
tion was  at  the  rate  of  1,98  pounds  per  capita  per  day,  3  percent  above  the 
rate  of  February  last  year  and  a  little  above  average. 

Milk  production  per  cow  in  crop  reporters  1  herds  on  March  1  averaged 
18,96  pounds,  and  exceeded  the  previous  record  high  reported  last  year  by 
1.3  pounds  or  about  8  percent,     In  all  regions  of  the  country,  output  per 
cow  aas  at  a  record  high  for  March  1.     Compared  with  average,  regional 
output  per  cow  ranged  from  11  percent  above  in  the  West  to  22  percent 
above  in  the  South  Atlantic  States,  while  the  Nation  averaged  21  percent 
above.    On  March  1,  crop  reporters  were  milking  71.9  percent  of  the  milk 
cows  in  herd — 2  percent  above  a  year  ago  and  the  highest  for  the  date  in 
32  years  of  record.    By  regions,  only  in  the  West  was  a  smaller  proportion 
of  the  cows  milked  than  at  this  time  last  year. 


Monthly  Milk  Production  on  Farms,  Selected  States,  February  1956  1/ 

With  Comparisons 


State 

:    Feb.  : 
: average; 
J 1945-54: 

Feb, 
1955 

Jan. 

1956  : 

Feb. 
1956  , 

State 

:    Feb.  : 
: average : 
11945-54; 

Feb. 
1955 

:  Jan. 

:  1956 

:  Feb, 
;  1956 

Million  pounds 

Million  pounds 

N.J. 

84 

93 

99 

95 

Ga, 

83 

91 

99 

97 

Pa, 

400 

472 

518 

507  : 

Ky. 

138 

146 

161 

166 

Ohio 

351 

411 

458 

465 

t  Tenn, 

140 

148 

161 

158 

Ind. 

254 

274 

276 

298 

Ala. 

89 

84 

92 

92 

111. 

384 

373 

401 

413 

•  Miss. 

92 

102 

105 

110 

Mich. 

379 

385 

419 

418 

•  Ark. 

80 

79 

81 

79 

Wis, 

1,104 

1,244 

1.380 

1,410 

:  Okla. 

144 

124 

131 

138 

Minn, 

690 

738 

839 

861  . 

Texas 

241 

215 

241 

235 

Iowa 

432 

422 

474 

468  i 

Mont, 

38 

35 

35 

35 

Mo. 

246 

259 

293 

284 

Idaho 

87 

106 

108 

113 

N.  Dak. 

117 

124 

126 

137  . 

Wyo. 

17 

14 

16 

15 

S.Dak. 

97 

96 

94 

108 

Utah 

50 

53 

59 

56 

Nebr. 

161 

158 

163 

164  ; 

Wash, 

119 

123 

133 

129 

Kans. 

185 

173 

184 

181 

!  Oreg, 

75 

77 

78 

76 

Ta. 

119 

131 

140 

133  : 

Calif. 

434 

512 

552 

530 

W.Va. 

51 

53 

56 

56 

•  Other 

N.C. 

106 

120 

133 

125 

!  States 

_1,.126_ 

1.256  . 

.  1.281 

S.C. 

40 

44 

46 

47 

U.S.  " 

8,  222 

8^5_  3. 604  _9^5Q2_ 

1/  Monthly  data  for  other  States  not  yet  available* 
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With  the  help  of  the  extra  day  in  February,  a  new  high  milk  output  for 
the  month  was  reached  in  19  of  the  33  States  for  which  monthly  milk  produc- 
tion estimates  are  available.     In  11  States,  milk  output  was  10  percent  or 
more  above  that  in  February  1955 •    On  the  other  hand,  milk  production  per 
day  in  February  was  less  than  a  year  enrlier  in  New  Jersey,  Virginia, 
Arkansas,  Montana,  Oregon  and  California*    As  usual,  Wisconsin  surpassed 
all  other  States  in  milk  output  with  l,Ul0  million  pounds  in  February, 
followed  by  Minnesota  with  86l  million  pounds,  California  with  530  million 
pounds,  and  Pennsylvania  with  507  million  pounds. 

POULTRY  AND  EGG  PRODUCTION:    Farm  flocks  laid  5,13U  million  eggs  in  February  - 

5  percent  more  than  in  February  last  year  and 
2  percent  above  the  19U5-5U  average.    The  extra  day  in  February  this  year 
accounts  for  about  h  percent  of  the  increase  over    a  year  earlier.  Produc- 
tion was  above  last  year  in  all  regions  of  the  country.    Increases  from  last 
year  were  8  percent  in  the  South  Atlantic,  7  percent  in  the  South  Central, 
6  percent  in  the  North  Atlantic  and  East  North  Central,  5  percent  in  the 
West  and  1  percent  in  the  West  North  Central  States.    Aggregate  egg  produc- 
tion for  January  and  February  was  2  percent  above  last  year  and  h  percent 
above  average. 

The  rate  of  egg  production  in  February  was  15.9  eggs  per  layer,  com- 
pared with  1U.9  eggs  last  year  and  the  average  of  13.7  eggs.    The  extra  day 
in  February  this  year  was  mainly  responsible  for  the  6  percent  increase  in 
eggs  per  layer  from  last  year.    Increases  were  9  percent  in  the  South  Central 
and  South  Atlantic,  6  percent  in  the  North  Central  and  West,  and  5  percent 
in  the  North  Atlantic  States, 

The  Nations  laying  flock  averaged  32U  million  layers  in  February  - 
1  percent  less  than  in  February  last  year.    Numbers  of  layers  compared  with 
last  year  were  down  h  percent  in  the  West  North  Central  States,  2  percent  in 
the  South  Central  and  1  percent  in  the  West,    In  the  East  North  Central  and 
South  Atlantic  they  were  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago  and  in  the  North 
Atlantic  States  1  percent  above  last  year. 

Number  of  layers  on  March  1  totaled  about  319  million  -  2  percent  less 
than  a  year  ago.    The  disappearance  of  layers  from  February  1  to  March  1  was 
9.9  million,  compared  with  7.U  million  last  year  and  the  average  of  9.3 million, 

HENS  AND  PULLETS  OF  LAYING  AGE  AND  EGGS  LAID  PER  100  LAYERS  ON  FARMS,  MARCH  1 

Year  :    North  :E,North  :W.  North?  South  "i""  South  7 "  7        7  United" 

: Atlantic:  Central:  Central: Atlantic:  Central tWe5tern    :  States 

HENS  AND  PULLETS  OF  LAYING  AGE  ON  FARMS,  MARCH  1 
Thousands 

19U5-5U  (Av.)    53,985      70,9U5     105,158   3U,1M     6U,l60     35,731  36h,U23 

1955  1/            55,7U5      63,691      91,115   31,521*     U6,6l0     36,082  32^,767 

1956  56,363      63,820      85,500   31,1*28     U6,06l     35,612  318, 78U 

EGGS  LAID  PER  100  LAYERS  ON  FARMS,  MARCH  1 
Number 

19U5-5U  (Av.)      55.2        53.0        53.5      50.1*       1*8.9       $h.h  52.6 

1955  1/  55.7        55.5        56.6      5U.8       51.2       57.5  55.1* 

1956  ~  57.3         57.3         58,9      57.3        5U.2        58. 1*         57. h 

I/Revised. 
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Frices  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  in  mid-February  averaged  h.0.2 
cents  a  dozen  compared  with  39 •£>  cents  on  February  l£  last  year*  Shell 
egg  markets  during  the  month  developed  late  weakness  and  lower  prices  in 
Midwest  and  East,  while  holding  firm  in  the  far  Westt    Prices  in  the  far 
West  advanced  h  to  7  cents  a  dozen  during  the  month,  while  in  the  Midwest 
and  East,  prices  at  the  end  of  February  were  unchanged  to  a  cent  a  dozen 
lower  compared  with  January  31  • 

Farmers  received  an  average  of  21.0  cents  per  pound  live  weight  for 
chickens  (farm  chickens  and  commercial  broilers  or  fryers)  in  mid-February, 
compared  with  23.7  cents  a  year  earlier.    Farm  chickens  averaged  19 « 9  cents 
and  commercial  broilers  or  fryers  averaged  21, k  cents,  compared  with  18,8 
cents  and  2£,2  cents,  respectively,  in  mid-February  last  year.    Prices  for 
broilers  or  fryers  declined  during  the  early  part  of  the  month  in  the  major 
producing  areas  as  much  as  3  cents  a  pound.    Buying  interest  increased  some- 
what later  in  the  month  and  prices  closed  1  to  2  cents  a  pound  lower  in  the 
major  sections.    Hens  showed  only  minor  price  changes  during  the  month  with 
a  fair  to  good  demand  for  the  light  offerings  of  fancy  quality. 

Farm  turkey  prices  on  February  15  averaged  31  ,U  cents  a  pound  live 
weight  compared  with  28,1  cents  a  year  earlier,    Turkey  markets  were  steady 
and  prices  showed  only  minor  changes  during  February,    Buying  interest  was 
light  and  trading  stocks  were  an pie  for  the  fair  demand. 

The  average  costs  of  the  farm  poultry  rations  in  mid-February  was 
$3,U0  per  100  pounds  compared  with  $3.80  in  February  last  year.    The  Febru- 
ary egg  feed,  farm  chicken  feed  and  turkey  feed  ratioe  were  more  favorable 
than  a  year  ago. 
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CITRUS  FRUITS 


Crop 

.  Product>i£nL-lJ  

f 

and 

State 

»      1Q44„<;?  . 

1953 

1  O  <4 

:  Indicated 
1915 

\ 
\ 

ORANGES : 

Thousand 

boxes 

?6  ^00 

oai  11 , ,  an 

44,479 

32, 400 

39,140 

Navels  and  Misc,  2J 

16, 419 

14,460 

15,3^0 

1 4  ^00 

Valencias 

28, 060 

17.940 

23,800 

r  ia, ,  an 

63, 090 

91.300 

88,400 

92, 000 

Temples 

1,129 

0*0   aC  m 

33, oOl 

2,  200 

2,500 

2  800 

Other  early  and  Mldseason 

48,000 

49,500 

49,  200 

I) 

Valencias 

co, 360 

41,100 

36,^00 

4n  000 

Texas,  all 

2,946 

900 

1.500 

Si 

Early  4  Mldseason  jc/ 

1 , 00  2 

675 

1,100 

1    1  ^0 

Valenclas 

1,064 

225 

400 

450 

Arizona,  all 

1,024 

1,170 

1.130 

950 

Navels  and  Misc.  ,2/ 

518 

510 

620 

620 

600 

(J 

_LatJ_  all  gj  

 2  otates_  jy  

Total  Jijarly  &  Mlaseaaon  4/ 

  257  _  _ 

 ±j-±.*  ly®.  

53,007 

100 
""l|5l820 
65,985 

i7i 
Z  130,2^i  Z 
69.125 

 215.  _ 

131.2^5 

68,215 

i 

\  ■ 

T  r\    ft  1     Vft  1  on       ia  0 
lUlicxi     V  CtX  c  ltttj 

cn  qqq 
 J5x.»2.°H  

59^.885 

_  _6l, 220  _ 

63^050 

m  A  TiTO  TPT5  T  "KTCTO  . 

T  ANGER  I NES  : 

4^00 

5^000 

i.ioo 

All  oranges  &  tangerines; 

13  «5  86^ 

/ 

_2  otates  jy 

1 i <  ak£ 

130^870 

13J<,44i 

GRAPEFRUIT : 

a  la, ,  ail 

jl ,  *+40 

42,000 

34,800 

qq  noo 

Seedless 

14,960 

21,900 

20,500 

22,  000 

ULner 

ID,  <+OU 

20,100 

14,300 

17  000 

Texas,  an 

11 , you 

i,  200 

2,500 

?  200 

At*  It        el  1 

t  no 

2,670 

2,470 

2,400 

Calif,,  all 

2,723 

i  r>Zi< 
1 ,  U*+o 

2,  500 

2,400 

7  4oO 

Desert  valleys 

1,050 

900 

900 

r 

Other 

•1       /  r-,  n 

1aM°  - 

 1,^00  _ 

_ix.500_  _ 

_            4  States    2/"  - 

 262 

_  58^2o_  _ 

_  _42,17£  _ 

  46^000  

LEMONS: 

Calif.  2/ 

13,001 

16,130 

14,000 

13,  200 

V 

LIMES: 

360 

s 

Fla,  1/ 

248 

370 

380 

1/  Season  begins  with  the  bloom  of  the  year  ihown  and  endi  with  the  completion  of  harvest  the  following  year, 
In  "California  picking  usually  extends  from  about  Oct,  1  to  Dec,  31  of  the  following  year.  In  other  States  the 
season  begins  about  Oct,  1  and  ends  in  early  summer,  except  for  Florida  limes,  harvest  of  which  usually  starts 
about  April  1.  For  some  States  in  certain  yean,  production  Includes  some  quantities  donated  to  charity,  un- 
harvested,  and/er  not  utilized  on  account  of  economic  conditions,   2/  Includes  small  quantities  of  tangerines. 
3/  Net  content  of  box  varies.  In  Calif,  and  Arizona  the  approximate  average  for  oranges  is  77  lb,  and  grapefruit 
Bo  lb,  in  the  Desert  Valleys;  68  lb,  for  California  grapefruit  in  other  areaat  in  Florida  and  other  States  oranges. 
Including  tangerines,  90  lb,  and  grapefruit  80  lb, ;  California  Umooa,  79  lb»i  Florida. limes,  SO  lb, 
4/  In  California  and  Arizooa,  Ravels  and  W*celUneous. 
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MILK  PRODUCED  PER  MILK         IN  HERDS  KEPT  BY  REPORTERS  1/ 


State  and 

March 

1 

Division 

:  Average  1_4__~_>4 

p  «  n  n  Is! 

X       U      U     U  U 

a 

0 

1955 

 1_56  

pi**  J-  uo 

1<  * 

if  .0 

18  2 

fl.  n, 

17. 0 

19.  H 

^1,1 

CO ,  0 

IT* 

V  t . 

lo.  2 

19.7 

19.  6 

c.\J,  C 

I/a  mm 
H&S8  1 

IB,  0 

20.9 

21, 5 

cc ,  0 

IRQ 

10. 0 

N.Y. 

20,4 

22.  7 

22.1 

23.5 

N.J, 

21  7 

22  9 

24  3 

24.7 

Pa. 

19  i 

21  1 

21 

22  9 

^  ft  <3<j 

 ±9__3_  

 __1__61  

— 

 21 ,1c  

__  _  _^_..  7/  

Ohio 

16.6 

"  19.1 

20.6 

21.6 

Ind 

18.2 

1  fl  P 
10,  t 

1Q  *; 

111. 

AAA  e 

17  3 

10  7 

lo  k 

20  9 

Mich. 

19.4 

21.  2 

22.1 

23.3 

Vis.  

 19x7- 

22__1__ 
~~  "pn  ft?  — •  —  — 

 2_,_  

 23_.  2  

Et  •  X*  .  W  C  11  W  . 

~  1R  3fi 

"  ""20  flo 

~"  22.2l"" 

Minn., 

OO  P 

C£,  O 

Iowa 

17.  2 

18*3 

19.0 

21 , 0 

Mo, 

11.1 

12.9 

12. 4 

13. 5 

N ,  Dak , 

T  r  r\ 

15.0 

16.  5 

16.9 

T  Q  1 

lo .  1 

S .  Dak. 

13  2 

14  9 

IS  2 

15.9 

It  C  U  I  . 

1  R  7 

17? 

lfl  ^ 

Kans , 

IS  4 

1  R  3 

17  R 

18,  2 

j. 

_______  J_o_f+J_ 

1  □  oft 

 18_29_  

— 

*i  a  it. 

Md. 

17.  2 

19. 0 

20.  0 

19.0 

Va, 

13.  2 

15.3 

16,0 

17. 0 

w .  va, 

10,  ■+ 

11 . 1 

11 ,  •+ 

1 2,  0 

N.C. 

13  7 

15  0 

s.c. 

10  9 

12  0 

12  7 

13  4 

0.3 

10  2 

10  4 

11.4 
* 

S  At! 

1  ?  ?Q 

1  it 

10, 9 

12.2 

11 ,6 

12, 7 

Tenn. 

10.3 

11.  2 

11,  0 

11 . 8 

Ala , 

8.6 

8.6 

8.3 

8.7 

Miss . 

7.1 

8.  2 

7.8 

8.3 

ATK . 

r.  ' 

0. 0 

6.9 

9.0 

La, 

6.8 

7  2 

7  2 

8.8 

Okla. 

10  7 

11  ^ 

12  2 

14*4 

Texas 

8  6 

ion 

fl  Q 

Q  0 

 Z'Z  

S  Tow+- 

 9_Jo   

1  r\  he: 

— 
— 

 10.  2o  

_11.__5  

Mont. 

14-.  9 

16.  2 

iZ.  2 

16,4 

luano 

18.4 

20.  0 

20. 4 

20. 5 

Wvn 

lo.  / 

17.  2 

16.  2 

TP*?  O 

17.3 

Pnl  a 
vUl  0  , 

ID,  L+ 

18.3 

19.6 

19. 0 

Utah 

IRQ 

?n  ? 
<~u  •  c 

21  n 

1  Q  ^ 

Wash. 

18.4 

19  6 

19  2 

19  7 

Oreg. 

14.6 

15.3 

18.0 

16.1 

Calif. 

20.1 

 22_3  

21.6 

22.  _ 

West. 

  17_86 

19.12 

~19_.68 

12.86 

U.S. 

15.71 

12-62 

1/  Averages  repteient  daily  milk  production  divided  by  the  total  number  of  milk  cowi  (in  milk  or  dry), 
Flgurei  for  New  England  Statei  and  New  Jertey  are  ba»ed  on  combined  returni  from  crop  and  ipecial 
dairy  reporteri;  otheri  repretent  crop  reponett  only.  Average*  fot  tome  leu  Important  dairy  Staxei  are 
not  ihown  »eparately. 
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Fi.BRU.-JlY  DGG  PRODUCTION 


State  ! 
and  ; 
Dl_i_ionj 

Maine 
N,  H. 
Vt. 
Mas  s . 
R,  I. 
Conn. 
N.  Y. 
N.  J. 
Pa  j.  


Number  of  layers  on: 
hand  durin_^Feb_uary :. 

.  1955  1/  _:  19.56  _:. 

Thousands 


3 
10 
13 
.19 
56 


302 
178 
966 
322 
385 
142 
863 
218 
045 
421 


3 
2 
1 

3 

3 
10 
13 
.18 
57 


310 
326 
024 
694 
414 
444 
462 
984 
564 
2.22. 


Eggs  per        j  Total  .eggs  produced  

100  layers  : During  February.  _2_Mos_~Jan._  Feb, 

.1955  i/i  l95.6_J_19.55  l/_:_1956  i  1955  l/  1  JL956 

Number  Millions 
1,624        1,694  54  56  114  117 

1,540        1,699  34  40  73  83 

1,683        1,769  16  18  35  37 

1,641        1,728  55  64  119  131 

1,674        1,726  6  7  14  15 

1,585       1,688         50  58         107  121 

1,540        1,595        167  167  357  344 

1,450        1,494        192  209  394  409 

.1.546         1,630.  2£4  303  615  619  _ 

.1^538  1,611  868  922  1_828        1,876  _ 


Ohio 
Ind. 

111. 

Mich, 

Wis.  

_,ii  ,_ent_ 


12 
12 
17 
9 
.12 
64 


870 
636 
068 
034 
758. 
366 


13 
12 
16 
9 
.12 
64 


125 
886 
664 
064 
746 
485 


1,529 
1,557 
1,467 
1,515 
.1_551_ 
1.521 


Minn. 
Iowa 
Mo . 

lit  Dak. 
S.  Dak. 
Nebr , 
Kan,s_  _  . 
_._.Cent_ 
Del. 
Md. 
Va. 

W.  Va. 
K.  C. 

s.  c. 

Ga, 

Fla.  

S.Atl._ 


23 
25 
12 
3 
7 
10 
_  2. 

_9a 

2 
5 
2 
8 
2 
6 

_  2 
_31 


268 
744 
534 
416 
341 
296 
629 
228 
738 
374 
267 
410 
591 
974 
784 
£80 
718 


20 
25 
12 
3 
7 
9 
.  9 
-88 

2 
4 
2 
9 
3 
6 
.  2 
31 


693 
424 
012 
420 
523 
826 
25p_ 
148 
755 
477 
668 
367 
099 
037 
258 
908 
569 


1,596 
1,655 
1,350 
1,327 
1,484 
1,540 
.1.518. 
_l.i.545_ 
1,506 
1,478 
1,394 
1,347 
1,366 
1,392 
1,490 
_1_60_2_ 
1^.422. 


612 
624 
601 
572 
641 

£11 
711 

728 
485 
369 
569 
624 
595 
638 
540 
491 
508 
447 
508 
514 
636 
702 

543 


197 
197 
250 
137 
.198. 
979 


212 
209 
267 
142 
.  _209_ 
1.039 


415 
409 
518 
291 

.  _419- 

2^052 


422 
422 
532 
298 
_  124 
2,098 


371 
426 
169 
45 
109 
159 
_146 
.1_425_ 
11 
35 
73 
32 
117 
41 
101 
.  _  41_ 
451 


354 
439 
178 
47 
118 
160 
.  _148. 
.1.444. 
12 
37 
70 
34 
137 
46 
102 
.  _  49. 
487 


789 
900 
348 

95 
223 
324 
_  _297_ 
_2_976_ 

22 

69 
146 

63 
233 

81 
205 
_  _  88_ 
907 


758 
889 
346 

93 
235 
314 
_  289 
2,224 

23 

70 
136 

65 
267 

88 
207 

_  101 

957 


Ky. 

Tenn. 

Ala. 

Miss . 

Ark. 

La. 

Okla. 

Texas 


7 
6 
4 
3 
3 
2 
5 
13 


018 
714 
680 
986 
582 
433 
068 
776 


6 
6 
4 
3 
3 
2 
4 
13 


678 
352 
755 
951 
735 
375 
962 
556 


1,201 
1,165 
1,305 
1,198 
1,165 
1,204 
1,400 
1.380 


325 
288 
412 
290 
334 
357 
491 
470 


84 
78 
61 
48 
42 
29 
71 
190 


88 
82 
67 
51 
50 
32 
74 
199 


164 
149 
124 
95 
79 
56 
140 
369 


162 
153 
133 
97 
92 
60 
139 
375 


S_.C_en.t_  47 


257 


46 


364 


_1_276_  _  1 


367 


603_ 

19 
24 
7 
28 
9 
7 
30 
2 
68 
53 
324_ 
5Z1_ 
827_ 
1955  w 
March. 


64j3 

19 
25 
6 
28 
9 
8 
37 
2 
80 
5,1 
 3_4_ 


_1_176  1.211 


Mont . 
Idaho 
Wyo. 
Colo. 
N .  iiex . 
Ariz . 
Utah 
Nev . 
Wash. 
Ores. 
Calif.. 
West. 
II.S.,_ 


1/  Revised. 


4 
3 

_20 
_36. 
328. 


318 
508 
439 
954 
651 
502 
070 
122 
108 
213 

612 
49Z 

482 

Revis: 


4 

2 

_2£_ 
_3£ 
223. 


290 
541 
400 
846 
622 
474 
856 
121 
490 
992 
322 
251 
242 


1,408 
1,562 

i,4e4 

1,411 
1,333 
1,473 
1,473 
1,394 
1,658 
1,660 
_1J574_ 
_1J_56_5_ 
_U421_ 


473 
638 
479 
520 
395 
624 
464 
378 
781 
694 
69i  _ 
6.66  _ 
586.  _4. 


40 
50 
14 
57 
18 
15 
63 
4 
147 
110 
674 


40 
51 
12 
56 
18 
16 
56 
4 

162 
107 
707 
1,222  _  _ 


_Jior.s  of  non 
Revisions  for  1950-54  will  be 


thly  estimates  for 
published  late  in 


_  _529  l_a22_ 

_5^124_  10JL21  lb,  295.  _  _ 

ere  published  Feb.  27,  1956. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  0?  AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 
WASHINGTON  25,   D.  C. 


Penalty  for  private  use  to  avoid 
payment  of  postage  $300 


OFFICIAL  BUSINESS 


Agriculture-Washington 


PROSPECTIVE    PLANTINGS   FOR  1956 


The  Crop  Reporting  Board  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  makes  the  following  report  for  the  United  State 
on  the  indicated  acreages  of  certain  crops  in  1956  based  upon  reports  from  farmers  in  all  parts  of  the  country  on  or 
about   March  1  regarding  their  acreage  plans  for  the  1956  season.    The  acreages  for  1956  are  interpretations  of  re- 
ports from  growers  and  are  based  on  past  relationships  between  such  reports  and  acreages  actually  planted. 

The  purpose  of  this  report  is  to  assist  growers  generally  in  making  such  further  changes  in  their  acreage  plans 
as  may  appear  desirable.    The  acreages  actually  planted  in  1956  may  turn  out  to  be  larger  or  smaller  than  indicated, 
by  reason  of  weather  conditions,  price  changes,  labor  supply,  financial  conditions,  the  agricultural  program,  and 
the  effect  of  this  report  itself  upon  farmers'  actions. 


V     APR  5   195S  * 

1  'ARDENT  0*  A  *ICUITUBE 

 -Wa^M*^a,_i£L£ , 

March  16,  1956 
3:00P.M.(E.S.T.) 


PLANTED  ACREAGES 


CROP 


Average 
1945-54 


1955 


Indicated 
1956 


1956  as  pet. 
of  1955 


Corn,  all  

All  spring  wheat  

Durum  

Other  spring  

Oats  

Barley  

Flaxseed  

Rice  

Sorghums  for  all  purposes. 

Potatoes  

Sweetpotatoes  

Tobacco  II   

Beans,  dry  edible  

Peas,  dry  field  

Soybeans  2/  

Peanuts  2/   

Hay  2/.  ~  

Sugar  beets  


Thousands 


Thousands 


Thousands 


Percent 


84,  815 

81, 577 

78, 686 

96.  5 

20,  138 

13, 891 

14, 605 

105.  1 

2,  615 

1,424 

2,  021 

141.9 

17, 523 

12, 467 

12, 584 

100.  9 

44, 307 

48,  021 

46, 063 

95.  9 

11, 713 

16, 102 

14, 773 

91.  7 

4,  367 

5,  192 

5,  465 

105.  3 

1,  894 

1,  842 

1,  597 

86.  7 

14, 383 

24, 113 

24, 198 

100.4 

1,  858 

1,452 

1,  394 

96.  0 

466 

364 

323 

88.  7 

1,  726 

1,  510 

1,  366 

90.4 

1,  676 

1,  660 

1,  535 

92.5 

369 

325 

377 

116.  0 

14, 290 

19,  669 

21, 760 

110.  6 

2,  943 

2,  004 

1,  923 

96.  0 

73, 836 

73, 984 

74,  305 

100.4 

847 

798 

829 

103.  8 

1/  Acreage  harvested.       2/  Grown  alone  for  all  purposes. 


APPROVED: 


ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  AGRICULTURE 


CROP  REPORTING  BOARD: 
R.  K.  Smith,  Acting  Chairman, 
F.  J.  Graham,  Acting  Secretary, 
C.    E.  Burkhead,  R.  Royston, 

G.  D.  Harrell,  O.  M.  Frost, 
J.    W.  Kirkbride,  T.  J.  Kuzelka, 

H.  C.  Phillips,  R.  F.  Gurtz, 
R.    S.   McCauley,  Clifford  Sims, 
C.    E.  White,                       L.  W.  Orvold, 
Roy  D.  Bass,                        G.  R.  Knight. 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENTOF  AGRICULTURE 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service  Crop  Reporting  Board 


CROP  PRODUCTION,  March  19 56 


Crop  Reporting  Board,  AMS,  US DA 


PROSPECTIVE  PLANTINGS;  MARCH  1,  1956 

Growers'  March  intentions  point  to  a  moderate  reduction  from  last  year's 
level  in  the  comfcined  acreage  of  the  Nation's  crops.    Feed  grain  acreage  may 
"be  notably  smaller  than  last  year  because  of  important  reductions  in  corn, 
oats  and  barley,     Spring  planted  food  grains  vill  exceed  last  year's  total 
because  of  larger  spring  wheat  plantings,  especially  of  durum  varieties, 
although  rice  planting  will  be  sharply  reduced.    Large  increases  in  acreage 
of  soybeans  and  flax  are  planned. 

Changes  this  year  from  early  prospects  for  different  crops  may  be  some- 
what greater  than  usual  after  all  influences  have  been  reflected.  Some 
allotment  programs,  notably  tobacco  and  durum  wheat,  have  already  been  modified 
since  farmers  reported  their  acreage  intentions  about  March  1,  Legislation 
now  being  considered  by  Congress  may  also  result  in  acreage  shifts  if  adopted 
before  planting  is  completed,    Future  weather  is  also  a  factor.    Winter  wheat 
acreage  in  much  of  the  Southern  PlainB  may  still  be  lost  from  drought  and  wind 
erosion  with  varying  possibilities  for  replanting  to  other  crops.    The  season 
is  somewhat  backward  over  much  of  the  Nation,  allowing  added  time  for  late 
decisions,    Soil  moisture  supplies  now  appear  generally  favorable  with  the 
exception  of  the  Southern  Plains  and  extensive  areas  in  Western  Corn  Belt 
States.    Western  irrigation  water  prospects  are  best  in  years. 

Present  indications  for  the  16  crops  included  in  this  report  point  to  a 
total  of  about  283  million  acres  for  these  erops — 3,^  million  acres  less  than 
in  1955.    Principal  reductions  from  last  year,  by  crops  are;     corn,  2,9  million 
acres;  oats,  2  million  acres;  barley,  1,3  million  acres;  rice,  one-fourth 
million  acres,    Slight  reductions  in  acreage  are  also  in  prospect  for  potatoes, 
sweetpotatoes,  peanuts,  dry  beans  and  tobacco.    Sharpest  reductions  on  a 
percentage  basis  are  in  view  for  rice,  sweetpotatoes,  tobacco  and  dry  Deans, 
Increases  are  expected  for  soybeans  amounting  to  2,1  million  acres,  spring 
wheat  0.7  million  acres — mostly  in  durum  wheat,  and  moderate  to  slight  in- 
creases for  hay  crops,  sorghums,  dry  peas  and  sugar  beets. 

The  59  principal  crops  regularly  included  in  official  estimates  now  seem 
likely  to  have  a  total  acreage  planted  or  grown  in  1956  of  about  352  million 
acres.    This  would  be  the  smallest  total  for  these  crops  since  19^2,  over  3 
million  acres  less  than  last  year  and  5.5  million  less  than  the  10-year  average. 
Moderate  decreases  are  in  prospect  in  about  three-fourths  of  all  States,  In- 
cluded in  this  tentative  appraisal  for  1956  is  the  allotted  acreage  of  cotton, 
the  planted  winter  wheat  acreage  as  estimated  last  December,  and  approximations 
which  seem  reasonable  for  other  crops  not  yet  covered  by  survey  indications. 

Peed  grain  crops  apparently  will  furnish  the  major  part  of  the  total 
acreage  reduction  from  the  1955  level.     Corn  acreage  now  promises  to  be  the 
smallest  planted  since  1926— earliest  year  in  the  series  of  planted  acreage 
estimates.    Corn  plantings  of  78.7  million  acres  for  1956  seem  remarkably 
small  in  comparison  with  early  years.    Over  50  years  ago,  nearly  95  million 
acres  of  corn  were  harvested  in  the  Nation  annually.    However,  even  from  this 
year's  reduced  acreage  yields  at  the  5-year  average  level  for  each  State 
would  give  another  3  billion  bushel  crop.     This  is  as  much  as  had  been  grown 
in  any  year  as  recently  as  19^2  after  hybrid  corn  had  already  become  common- 
place in  the  main  Corn  Belt,    Decreases  in  corn  acreage  prospects  are 
rather    uniform    by    areas,     nationally    averaging    3-5  percent 
below    last    year.      Oats    plantings    will    be    cut    2  million 
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acres  or  about  U  percent  below  the  1955  record  with  decreases  in  all  except 
the  Western  and  North  Atlantic  regions.    Barley  acreage  will  be  reduced 
1,3  million  acres  with  decreases  in  nearly  all  leading  States.    Sorghum  for 
all  purposes  seems  likely  to  exceed  last  year's  record  acreage  because  of 
increases  expected  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska.    Hazards  still  ahead  for  Southern 
Plains  winter  wheat,  however,  make  a  March  appraisal  of  sorghum  acreage 
prospects  extremely  tentative. 

Food  grain  acreage  seeded  this  spring  may  exceed  the  1955  total  by 
about  ^  million  acres  or  3  percent  largely  because  of  the  sharp  increase 
indicated  in  plantings  of  durum  wheat.    The  extent  of  durum  acreage  to  be 
planted  is  subject  to  possible  further  increase  because  of  enlarged  acreage 
allotments  recently  approved  by  Congress,    Present  prospects    are  for  a 
fifth  more  acreage  in  North  Dakota,  the  major  producer,  twice  last  year's 
acreage  in  Minnesota  and  more  than  double  in  Montana,    Spring  wheat  varie- 
ties other  than  durum  have  prospects  for  only  slight  increase.  Including 
the  U5»2  million  acres  of  winter  wheat  planted,  as  estimated  last  December, 
the  expected  lU,6  million  acres  of  all  spring  wheat  indicate  an  all  wheat 
total  of  59«8  million  acres,  1,5  million  acres  more  than  planted  for  1955* 
Rice  acreage  will  be  the  smallest  in  10  years  because  of  allotment  reduc- 
tions in  all  States;  planting  intentions  point  to  about  1,6  million  acres— 
13  percent  less  than  last  year. 

Soybeans  stand  out  this  year  as  the  leader  in  acreage  expansion.  The 
2,1  million-acre  increase  indicated  over  the  1955  record  would  bring  plant- 
ings to  a  total  of  21,8  million  acres,  giving  even  greater  importance  to 
this  comparative  newcomer  among  American  crops.    Growers  in  Iowa  and  Minne- 
sota expect  to  increase  acreage  sharply,  in  contrast  with  the  moderate 
increases  indicated  in  most  other  States,    Flaxseed  acreage  is  also  being 
increased  this  year  in  response  to  last  year's  good  market  and  favorable 
price  supports  announced  for  1956*    Acreage  gains  in  North  Dakota  aid 
Minnesota  are  expected  to  be  chiefly  responsible  for  the  third  largest 
National  acreage  of  record;  reduced  acreages  are  indicated  for  most  other 
important  flax  producing  States,    Peanut  acreage  is  expected  to  be  about 
k  percent  below  last  year's  2  million  acres.    Slightly  more  Virginia  type 
peanuts  are  expected  than  last  year  in  response  to  a  recently  announced 
allotment  increase.    Decreases  in  Southeastern  and  Southwestern  areas, 
however,  more  than  offset  the  Virginia-Carolina  gain. 

Hay  acreage  is  expected  to  make  a  slight  further  gain  over  the  1955 
level  maintaining  its  usual  one-fifth  of  the  combined  total  of  all  harvested 
crops,    During  the  past  6  years,  the  Nation's  hay  acreage  has  ranged  close 
to  the  lh  million  mark  except  in  195U— a  year  in  which  much  late  hay  acre- 
age in  Southern  States  made  only  short  growth  or  was  used  for  pasture. 
Forage  needs  of  the  increasing  numbers  of  forage  consuming  animals  have 
been  met  during  this  period  mainly  through  increases  in  acreages  of  higher 
yielding  hays  with  steady  gains  by  alfalfa  and  alfalfa  mixtures  in  most 
areas.    Silage  made  from  hay  crops  has  also  increasingly  augmented  corn  and 
other  silage  on  many  farms.    These  trends  seem  likely  to  continue.  The 
1955-56  winter  feeding  period  which  in  many  sections  started  early  and  is 
lasting  late  has  caused  numerous  local  hay  shortages  and  is  again  emphasizing 
stockmen's  dependence  on  adequate  forage  supplies.    Most  fall  seeded  forage 
crops  are  believed  to  have  survived  the  winter;  hay  crops  in  earliest  sec- 
tions are  making  a  slow  but  promising  start. 
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Potato  plantings  are  expected  to  be  about  4  percent  less  than  last 
year,  with  reductions  in  most  seasonal  groups.    Sweet  potato  plantings  are 
expected  to  total  about  one-eighth  less  than  in  the  discouraging  1955  season, 
Based  on  farmers'  intentions  before  the  March  2  announcement  regarding  in- 
creased allotments  for  some  types,  tobacco  acreage  apparently  would  be  reduced 
about  a  tenth  in  total,  with  decreases  expected  for  most  types.    Some  increase 
is  likely  in  cigar  wrapper  tobaccos.    Decreased  plantings  of  dry  beans  are 
expected  in  all  regions,  with  sharpest  reductions  in  the  southwest.  In 
contrast,  dry  pea  acreage  may  be  about  one-sixth  larger  with  a  small  increase 
in  Washington,  the  leading  State,  and  a  third  more  than  last  year  in  Idaho, 

Field  work  for  spring  plantings  has  progressed  somewhat  slowly  to  date 
with  many  areas  still  held  under  winter's  grip,    V/ork  in  some  earlier  areau 
is  also  marking  time  while  drenched  soils  have  a  chance  to  dry.  Early 
potatoes  are  being  cultivated  in  the  deep  South;  tobacco  plants  in  Florida 
are  ready  for  setting  and  Kentucky  tobacco  beds  are  being  seeded.  Pastures 
and  fall  seeded  grains  are  beginning  to  show  rapid  growth  in  the  South,  Soil 
preparation  has  gone  ahead  intermittently  in  the  central  plains  as  far  north 
as  Kansas,  v/here  oats  and  barley  seeding  is  well  advanced.     In  Vermont  and 
other  maple  areas,  maples  are  being  tapped.    The  long  and  arduous  winter  has 
given  many  northern  growers  more  than  usual  reason  to  welcome  the  coming  of 
spring  with  its  stir  of  field  activity,  pasture  for  livestock,  and  a  letup 
in  winter  livestock  chores. 

Much  could  happen  as  the  1956  crop  season  develops  to  bring  per  acre 
yields  below  last  year's  record  levels.    However,  such  unfavorable  factors 
are  not  now  in  sight  and  early  pessimism  concerning  crop  yields  has  become 
difficult  in  view  of  continuing  cultural  advances.    Soil  moisture  supplies 
are  now  generally  favorable  except  in  parts  of  the  Corn  Belt  and  Southern 
Plains  areas.    Western  snow-packs  of  unusual  depth  and  water  content  promise 
adequate  irrigation  water  supplies — in  some  places  carrying  possibilities  of 
spring  floods.    Supplies  of  fertilizer  are  ample.    The  seeming  slowness  of 
the  opening  of  spring  v/ork  can  be  quickly  offset  by  a  few  good  field  days 
once  farm  machinery  gets  in  action. 

users  of  data  presented  in  this  report  should  realize  that  actual 
plantings  may  vary  considerably  from  interpretations  of  growers'  early  season 
intentions.    Plans  may  be  changed  by  changed  crop  acreage  allotment  provisions 
or  entirely  new  farm  programs  which  may  be  adopted  after  growers'  reports 
were  mailed.    Also,  that  important  partner  on  every  farm,  the  weather,  may 
have  a  deciding  influence.    Growers  also  may  change  their  ideas  of  the  likely 
profitableness  of  different  crops  as  planting  time  approaches  and  more  infor- 
mation, including  this  report,  becomes  available.    Production  computations 
and  statements  involving  five-year  average  yields  in  commodity  comments  which 
follow  are  furnished  as  convenient  aids  for  the  consideration  of  users  of 
the  report.     The  Crop  Reporting  Board  makes  no  production  forecast  at  this 
early  date  which  is  much  in  advance  of  determination  of  acreage  for  harvest 
and  evaluation  of  yield  prospects. 
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CORN:    Corn  plantings  at  78.7  million  acres  will  be  the  lowest  in  31  years 

of  record  if  farmers  do  not  exceed  the  acreage  intended  about  March  1, 
This  indicated  acreage  would  be  3.5  percent  below  plantings  last  year  and 
7  percent  below  average,    In  the  past  10  years,  final  estimates  of  plantings 
have  varied  from  intentions  by  as  much  as  k  percent  under  to  1  percent  over 
with  the  average  about  1  percent  under  the  prospective  acreage.    By  March  1, 
most  farmers  in  commercial  areas  had  their  individual  corn  allotments  or  knew 
about  the  change  in  county  allotments*    The  allotment  in  8U0  commercial  coun- 
ties this  year  is  1|303  million  acres  compared  with  l±9«8  million  acres  in  805 
commercial  counties  a  year  ago. 

The  intended  drop  in  planted  acreage  is  quite  uniform  by  areas*  The 
comparatively  wide  price  spread  between  C.C.C,  loan  price  and  market  price 
for  the  1955  crop  is  a  factor  influencing  many  producers  to  plant  within 
allotments  this  year* 

Intended  plantings  in  the  Com  Belt,  at  56,1  million  acres,  are  about 
3c3  percent  below  plantings  last  year.    Acreage  declines  from  last  year  are 
6  percent  in  Kansas,  5  percent  in  Iowa,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  U  percent  in 
Nebraska,  3  percent  in  Missouri  and  South  Dakota,  2  percent  in  Indiana  and 
Minnesota  and  1  percent  in  Ohio,    In  Wisconsin,  where  about  liO  percent  of  the 
acreage  is  usually  cut  for  silage,  an  increase  of  2  percent  is  indicated. 

All  States  in  the  South  Atlantic  area  indicate  acreage  decreases  ranging 
from  2  to  6  percent,  with  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  prospects  down  k  percent. 
In  the  North  Atlantic  area,  intentions  are  to  plant  less  corn  in  all  major 
States, 

Nearly  all  States  in  the  South  Central  area  expect  acreage  to  decline 
with  the  sharpest  decrease  in  Texas.    Changes  in  the  Western  States  are  rather 
small  except  for  a  sharp  decline  in  irrigation  areas  of  California,  Arizona 
and  Colorado  where  acreage  had  increased  sharply  the  preceding  year. 

If  the  intended  corn  acreage  is  planted  and  if  the  1956  yield  per  acre 
should  equal  the  1950-5U  average,  by  States,  the  production  of  all  corn  this 
year  would  be  approximately  3  billion  bushels  or  about  5  percent  less  than 
last  year  and  nearly  2  percent  under  the  10-year  average, 

WHEAT t    Acreage  of  all  spring  wheat  planted  in  1956  will  be  nearly  one  million 

acres  larger  than  in  1955*  if  growers  carry  out  their  planting  in- 
tentions as  of  March  1,    Intentions  point  to  a  seeding  of  lU.6  million  acres 
this  year,  5  percent  more  than  last  year  but  still  the  third  smallest  acreage 
of  record.    The  10-year  average  is  20,1  million  acres  seeded  to  all  spring 
wheat,    A  total  of  59»8  million  acres  of  all  wheat  is  indicated  by  combining 
the  intended  seeded  acreage  of  spring  wheat  jd-th  the  acreage  of  winter  wheat 
planted  as  estimated  last  December,    This  is  an  increase  of  1.5  million  acres 
from  the  58,3  million  acres  planted  for  the  1955  wheat  crop. 

Intended  plantings  of  durum  wheat  amount  to  2  million  acres  and  would  be 
the  largest  acreage  planted  since  1953.    The  prospective  acreage  may  be  al- 
tered by  liberalized  durum  acreage  allotments  announced  in  mid-  March  — 
after  farmers  returned  their  intentions  reports.    Therefore,  the  indicated 
increases  may  be  partially  explained  by  farmers'  expectations  of  larger 
durum  allotments.    Another  factor  is  the  relative  success  of  the  crop  in 
1955  when  much  of  the  acreage  escaped  serious  rust  damage,  which  had  taken 
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a  heavy  toll  of  the  1953  and  1954  crops »    North  Dakota  farmers,  who  produce 
the  bulk  of  the  crop,  intended  a  20  percent  increase  in  seedings  as  of  torch 
1,    The  largest  relative  increases  are  indicated  from  outside  the  main  durum 
area.    Montana  producers  are  planning  to  more  than  double  the  1955  acreage 
and  Minnesota  acreage  will  be  twice  that  seeded  last  year, 

The  acreage  of  other  spring  wheat  that  farmers  intend  to  plant  is 
indicated  at  12.6  million  acres.    This  would  be  nearly  1  percent  more  than 
the  acreage  planted  in  1955  but  nearly  5  million  acres  or  28  percent  below 
average.    North  Dakota  accounts  for  more  than  half  of  the  total  indicated 
acreage  with  Montana  and  South  Dakota  each  intending  to  seed  a  sixth  or  more 
of  the  total  acreage.    The  intended  acreage  in  these  three  States  accounts  for 
86  percent  of  the  total  acreage. 

If  yields  per  planted  acre  this  year  should  equal  the  1950-54  average, 
by  States,  and  acreage  planted  equals  that  indicated  by  farmers  as  of  March  1, 
an  all  spring  wheat  crop  of  188  million  bushels  would  be  produced.    Based  on 
conditions  as  of  December  1,  1955,  a  winter  wheat  crop  of  735  million  bushels 
was  indicated  for  1956,    These  add  to  an  all  wheat  total  of  923  million 
bushels.    In  1955,  an  all  wheat  crop  of  938  million  bushels  was  produced. 

OiiTS:    Oats  acreage  seeded  last  fall  and  this  spring  will  be  the  fourth 

largest  of  record  if  farmers  carry  out  their  intentions  as  indicated 
on  March  1,    This  year  farmers  plan  to  seed  46,063,000  acres,  4  percent  less 
than  the  record  oats  acreage  seeded  in  1955  but  4  percent  more  than  the 
10-year  average.    The  decline  from  the  high  1955  acreage  v/as  not  altogether 
unexpected.    Seeded  oats  acreage  had  increased  steadily  since  1951,  estab- 
lishing a  new  hi^h  in  1954  which  in  turn  v/as  exceeded  by  the  1955  acreage. 

This  year's  decline  is  due  chiefly  to  a  leveling  off  after  four  years 
of  increases,  a  drop  in  prices  to  the  lowest  level  since  1942,  and  to  record 
high  stocks  of  oats  on  hand  this  January  1, 

In  the  North  Central  States,  which  include  about  70  percent  of  the 
Nation's  acreage,  March  1  intentions  indicate  a  reduction  of  3  percent  below 
last  year,     Iowa,  the  largest  oats  producing  State  with  almost  13  percent  of 
the  U.  S,  acreage,  will  have  the  same  acreage  as  in  1955,    Growers  in  other 
States  in  the  North  Central  region  indicate  they  will  have  the  same  or 
smaller  acreages  than  seeded  in  1955,    All  regions,  except  the  ''/est  and  the 
North  Atlantic  where  increases  of  1  percent  are  indicated,  will  seed  less 
acreage  than  in  1955. 

If  farmers*  intentions,  as  expressed  on  March  1,  are  carried  out  and 
the  yields  per  seeded  acre  equal  the  5-year  (1950-54)  average,  by  States, 
oats  production  in  1956  would  be  about  1,348  million  bushels.    This  v/ould  be 
14  percent  less  than  the  record  1955  crop  and  1  percent  below  average, 

BARLEY;    Seedings  made  last  fall  together  with  those  made  and  to  be  made 
this  spring  point  to  a  total  of  14.8  million  acres  of  barley  for 
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1956,    This  would  be  8  percent  less  than  the  16  million  planted  for  the 
1955  crop— otherwise  the  largest  since  19h3*    A  seeded  acreage  of  this  size 
would  be  26  percent  greater  than  the  19U5-5U  average.    Compared  with  1955 > 
acreage  changes,  by  States,  are  mixed.    Growers  in  major  barley  States  in 
the  North  Central  area,  particularly  North  Dakota  and  Minnesota,  and  in 
Montana  are  planning  substantial  decreases  following  disappointing  yields 
and  lower  prices  in  1955*    Of  the  other  leading  barley  States,  increases  are 
shown  for  California,  Oregon  and  Nebraska,    No  change  is  indicated  for  Colo- 
rado. 

About  52  percent  of  the  Nation's  intended  seedings  are  in  North  Dakota, 
Montana,  Minnesota  and  California.  In  North  Dakota  and  Montana  where  record 
acreages  were  planted  last  year,  intentions  indicate  reductions  of  10  percent 
and  16  percent,  respectively.  Intended  seedings  in  Minnesota  are  19  percent 
below  last  year,  California,  with  a  1  percent  increase,  will  have  the  third 
largest  seeded  acreage  of  record,  exceeded  only  by  1950  and  195h» 

Intentions  of  growers  in  Oregon  point  to  a  record  large  acreage  this 
year — 2  percent  above  the  previous  record  in  1955«    Increases  in  this  State 
are  partly  the  result  of  loss  of  fall  sown  grains  from  the  severe  winter. 
Most  other  States  in  the  West  indicate  decreases  in  acreage. 

If  conditions  permit  growers  to  carry  out  their  intentions,  and  if 
yields  per  seeded  acre  equal  the  1950-5U  average,  by  States,  1956  production 
of  barley  will  approximate  353  million  bushels.  This  outturn  would  be  the 
fifth  largest  of  record  and  would  compare  with  391  million  bushels  produced 
in  1955 >  and  the  10-year  average  of  276  million  bushels. 

RICE»    Rice  growers  plan  to  reduce  their  acreage  about  13  percent  below  last 

year,  primarily  to  keep  within  allotments,  according  to  March  1  reports 
If  these  intentions  materialize,  the  1, 597 $ 000  acres  seeded  to  rice  would  be 
16  percent  below  the  10-year  average  and  the  smallest  since  19U6, 

In  each  State,  growers  rather  uniformly  expect  to  seed  most  of  the  al- 
lotted acreage.    If  these  intentions  materialize,  the  smallest  acreage  since 
1951  would  be  seeded  in  Mississippi,  the  smallest  since  1950  in  Arkansas  and 
California,  the  smallest  since  1935  in  Louisiana  and  the  smallest  since  19U6 
in  Texas,    Compared  with  last  year,  present  intentions  are  to  seed  11  percent 
less  acreage  in  Arkansas,  lU  percent  less  in  Louisiana,  Texas  and  California, 
and  15  percent  less  in  Mississippi. 

Land  preparations  began  in  February  in  the  Southern  States  although  wet 
fields  have  retarded  these  operations  in  some  areas.    However,  the  reduced 
acreage  is  expected  to  be  seeded  on  time  even  if  wet  fields  encourage  more 
than  the  usual  amount  of  seeding  by  airplanes.    Some  early  varieties  will  be 
seeded  during  March  in  Texas  and  Louisiana,  weather  permitting,  but  seeding 
is  not  expected  to  become  general  there  until  about  April  1  and  about  a  month 
later  in  Arkansas  and  Mississippi,    Land  preparations  have  begun  in  California 
although  some  field  work  has  been  delayed  because  of  wet  soils. 

If  these  intended  seedings  materialize  and  if  yields  per  acre  equal  the 
1953-55  average  by  States,  the  1956  production  of  rice  would  amount  to  about 
Ul.U  million  equivalent  100#  bags — 23  percent  less  than  the  53 oil  million  bags 
produced  in  1955  and  the  smallest  crop  since  1950, 
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ALL  SORGHUMS;     The  acreage  planted  to  sorghums  in  1956  will  he  the  largest 
of  record  if  fanners  oarry  out  their  March  intentions.  The 
prospective  24,2  million  acres  would  he  only  slightly  above  the  acreage 
planted  to  this  crop  last  year  hut  68  percent  above  the  10-year  average. 
Acreage  controls  on  wheat  and  cotton  accounted  for  much  of  the  expansion  in 
the  total  acreage  planted  to  sorghums  the  past  two  years. 

Five  States — Kansas,  Nebraska,  Colorado,  Oklahoma  and  Texas — have  89 
percent  of  the  Nation's  total  intended  sorghum  acreage.    Of  these,  only 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  expect  increased  plantings  in  1956.    Texas  shows  the 
same  acreage  as  last  year,  and  a  reduced  acreage  is  indicated  for  Colorado 
and  Oklahoma.    Many  comparatively  minor  sorghum  producing  States  expect  in- 
creased plantings  this  year.    Actual  plantings  of  sorghums  will,  of  coxirse, 
depend  on  weather  conditions,  wheat  abandonment  and  other  factors. 

The  quantity  of  sorghum  grain  in  prosnect  for  1956  cannot  be  forecast 
at  this  time.    However,  if  March  1  planting  intentions  are  carried  out  and 
if  the  trend  toward  a  larger  proportion  of  grain  varieties  continues,  a  crop 
of  about  248  million  bushels  of  sorghum  grain  would  be  produced,  based  on 
yields  per  acre  equivalent  to  the  1950-54  average,  by  States.    This  outturn 
would  exceed  by  6  percent  the  1955  crop  of  233  million  bushels  and  would  be 
80  percent  larger  than  the  1945-54  average  of  138  million  bushels. 

HAY;    March  1  intentions  of  farmers  and  ranchers  were  to  harvest  74.3 

million  acres  of  hay  in  1956,    This  acreage  would  be  only  slightly 
above  last  year's  total  of  74  million,  and  the  10-year  average  of  73.8 
million  acres,     Intentions  indicate  a  small  reduction  from  last  year  in 
wild  hay,  and  an  increase  in  tame  hay.    If  yields  per  acre  should  equal 
the  1950-54  average,  by  States,  a  production  of  about  105.3  million  tons 
would  be  realized  from  the  prospective  acreage.    This  tonnage  would  exceed 
the  lCUyear  average  by  about  3  million  tons,  but  would  fall  nearly  4-|  million 
tons  short  of  the  record  1955  production. 

In  the  North  Central  region  where  over  half  the  Nation's  hay  acreage 
is  concentrated,  growers 1  intentiona  are  to  harvest  approximately  the 
same  acreage  as  last  year.    Indicated  decreases  in  Ohio,  Michigan,  Wisconsin, 
Minnesota,  Iowa,  Nebraska  and  Kansas  are  offset  by  increases  in  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Missouri  and  the  Dakotas.    In  the  eastern  part  of  this  region,  new 
seedings  came  through  the  winter  in  good  condition,  and  hay  prospects  are 
generally  good.    B\it  in  the  western  part,  new  seedings  were  thinned  by 
last  year's  late  summer  and  fall  drought  and  by  the  dry  winter.    The  feeding 
demand  during  the  past  winter  has  been  heavy  and  growers  intend  to  harvest 
more  acres  to  replenish  feed  reserves. 

Elsewhere  in  the  country  there  is  little  change  in  acreage  to  be  harvested 
this  year,    Intentions  in  South  Atlantic,  South  Central  and  Western  regions 
indicate  increases  of  1  to  2  percent — somewhat  comparable  to  increased  numbers 
in  livestock  on  farms.    Some  notable  exceptions  are  the  intentions  to  harvest 
more  hay  in  Washington  and  Oregon  where  stocks  of  hay  are  low  and  prices  are 
significantly  higher  than  last  year.    In  Montana,  Idaho,  and  several  other 
Western  States,  plans  to  harvest  more  hay  this  year  reflect  the  hard  winter 
which  has  caused  a  heavy  drain  on  hay  stockpiles.    Cattle  numbers  in  the 
majority  of  the  Western  States  are  larger  than  last  year  and  plans  for 
1956  are  geared  olosely  with  future  needs  for  hay. 
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FLAXSMi      Intentions  of  farmers  as  of  torch  1  were  to  plant  5,465,000  acres 

of  flaxseed  for  harvest  in  1956.    This  would  he  5  percent  more 
than  the  5,192,000  acres  seeded  last  year  and  the  third  largest  acreage  in  37 
years  of  record.    The  largest  seeding  was  made  in  1943  v/hen  6,182,000  acres 
were  sown. 

Intended  acreage  in  the  leading  flaxseed  States — Forth  Dakota  and 
Minnesota — is  up  5  and  18  percent,  respectively  from  last  year*    North  Dakota 
with  a  prospective  acreage  of  3,459,000  would  have  63  percent  of  the  total 
seedings  and  Minnesota  with  1,062,000  acres  indicated  would  account  for  19 
percent  of  the  Nation's  flaxseed  acreage.    Factors  causing  the  increases  in 
the  main  growing  areas  are  a  shift  from  barley  to  flax,  an  increase  in  the 
cash  price  of  flaxseed  in  recent  months,  and  a  higher  support  price  announced 
for  the  1956  crop.    Reduced  acreages  are  indicated  for  most  of  the  other  flax 
producing  States,    South  Dakota,  the  third  leading  State,  is  expected  to 
reduce  seeding  by  5  percent  and  Montana  growers  plan  a  10  percent  reduction; 
Texas  and  California  will  have  about  one-fifth  less  acreage  than  in  1955, 

If  yields  per  planted  acre  should  approximate  the  1950-54  average,  the 
intended  acreage  would  produce  a  crop  of  about  45  million  bushels.  Production 
was  40,638,000  bushels  in  1955  and  the  10-year  average  is  37,812,000  bushels. 

SOYRuALS:    Growers  intend  to  plant  a  record  acreage  of  soybeans  if  they  carry 

out  their  intentions  reported  on  March  1,    Indications  point  to 
21.8  million  acres  to  be  planted  alone  for  all  purposes  in  1956,    This  is 
nearly  11  percent  above  the  19,7  million  acres  last  year,  the  previous  high. 
The  government  support  price  for  1956  crop  soybeans  was  announced  well  in 
advance  of  the  time  farmers  reported  their  March  intentions.    However,  the 
degree  of  farmers'  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  corn  allotment 
program  and  the  ©ability  to  plant  other  spring  crops  due  to  weather  may  affect 
the  acreage  planted  to  soybeans. 

The  increase  planned  in  soybean  plantings  is  general  in  all  producing 
areas  ranging  from  a  9  percent  increase  in  the  South  Central  States  to  a 
13  percent  increase  over  last  year  in  the  South  Atlantic  States,    The  heavy 
producing  frorth  Central  States  expect  an  increase  of  nearly  11  percent  over 
1955,    All  producing  States  in  this  area  expect  increases  except  Nebraska 
which  reported  the  same  as  last  year  and  Kansas  where  a  decline  is  indicated. 
Sharp  acreage  increases  are  reported  in  both  Minnesota  and  Iowa,    The  com- 
bined increase  in  the  two  States  amounts  to  nearly  a  million  acres  or  close  to 
one-half  the  "U,  S,  total  increase  over  last  year.    Moderate  increases  of  6 
percent  are  reported  for  both  Indiana  and  Illinois,  while  Missouri  indicates 
a  5  percent  gain  over  1955, 

In  the  South  Atlantic  area,  where  yields  were  relatively  good  in  1955, 
increases  are  expected  in  all  producing  States  except  the  very  minor  acreage 
in  West  Virginia,    The  sharpest  increases  are  indicated  for  Delaware  and 
Maryland.    In  the  South  Central  area,  increases  are  moderate  in  most  States 
with  decreases  reported  in  both  Kentucky  and  Oklahoma,    The  indicated  acreage 
in  Alabama  is  the  same  as  last  year. 
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Growers  do  not  report  on  the  acreage  of  soybeans  intended  for  harvest 
as  beans  on  March  1,  and  no  forecasts  of  such  acreage  or  production  of  soy- 
beans for  beans  are  made  at  this  time.    However,  if  intentions  are  carried 
out  for  soybeans  planted  alone  for  all  purposes  and  about  the  same  proportion 
of  the  total  acreage  is  harvested  for  beans  as  in  the  last  two  years,  about 
20.2  million  acres  \/ould  be  utilized  for  this  purpose.    Applying  the  1950-54 
average  yield,  by  States,  to  the  computed  acreage  for  beans  results  in  an 
indicated  production  of  about  410  million  bushels.    This  would  be  about  10 
percent  above  the  record  crop  of  371  million  bushels  produced  in  1955, 

PEANUTS }    Farmers'  reports  as  of  March  1  indicate  that  they  intend  to  plant 

1,923,000  acres  of  peanuts  alone  for  all  purposes  in  1956,  This 
is  4  percent  below  the  2,004,000  acres  grown  alone  in  1955,  and  35  percent 
belov;  the  1945-54  average.     These  intentions  include  peanuts  to  be  grown  for 
picking  and  threshing,  hogging  off  and  for  other  purposes. 

In  the  Virginia- Carolina  area,  growers  intend  to  plant  about  5  percent 
more  acreage  than  in  1955,    An  allotment  increase  for  Virginia  type  peanuts 
was  announced  on  February  21  and  farmers  in  this  area  may  not  have  been  fully 
informed  of  this  increase  when  making  their  March  intentions  report.  Growers 
in  the  Southeastern  area  plan  to  plant  about  5  percent  fewer  acres  to  peanuts 
grown  alone  for  all  purposes  than  in  1955,  while  in  the  Southwestern  area 
present  intentions  are  to  plant  about  7  percent  less  than  in  1955, 

The  first  official  estimates  of  the  acreage  and  production  of  peanuts 
for  picking  and  threshing  for  the  1956  crop  will  not  be  made  until  August, 
However,  based  on  average  relationship  by  States  for  the  1950-54  period  be- 
tween acres  grown  alone  and  acres  jjiciced  and  threshed,  a  total  of  1,513,000 
acres  is  indicated  for  picking  and  threshing  this  year.    The  1956  allotment 
of  acres  for  picking  and  threshing  is  1,650,342  acres.     It  should  be  noted 
that  the  average  used  in  this  computation  includes  1954  a  year  in  which,  due 
to  the  drouth,  farmers  picked  and  threshed  less  than  the  usual  percentage 
of  the  acreage  planted  alone.    Applying  the  1950-54  average  yields  to  the 
1,513,000  acres  indicated  for  picking  and  threshing  indicates  a  1956  crop 
of  1.3  billion  pounds.    Last  year's  production  is  currently  estimated  at 
1.6  billion  pounds, 

DRY  BEAKS t    Growers  intend  to  plant  1,535,000  acres  of  dry  beans  in  1956, 
according  to  reports  as  of  March  1,    This  is  about  8  percent 
less  than  last  year  and  with  the  exceptions  of  1951,  1952,  and  1953  is  the 
lowest  planted  acreage  since  1923, 

Decreased  plantings  are  indicated  for  all  regions,  with  the  sharpest 
decrease  in  the  Southwest  (Pinto)  area.    At  the  time  most  farmers  reported 
their  intended  acreage,  the  1956  government  support  program  for  dry  beans 
had  not  been  announced.    The  1956  program  was  announced  March  1  with  the 
support  at  70  percent  of  parity  or  $6,31  per  hundred-weight. 

In  the  Northeast  group  of  States,  only  Maine  shows  an  increase 
over  last  year,    Michigan  indicates  only  a  slight  reduction  but  New 


-  10  - 


CROP  PRODUCTION,  March  1?56 


Crop  Reporting  Board,  AMS,  USDA 


York,  which  had  an  adverse  harvesting  season  expects  a  decline  of  about 
12  percent  from  1955*    The  Northwest  group  shows  a  slight  decline*  In- 
creases are  reported  in  Montana  and  also  in  Washington  where  newly  irri- 
gated land  is  being  brought  under  cultivation  with  a  considerable  portion 
put  into  dry  beans©    These  increases  were  not  enough  to  offset  reductions 
in  Nebraska,  Idaho  and  Wyoming,    The  Pinto  producing  States  of  the  South- 
west are  down  sharply  from  last  year  with  Colorado;  the  heaviest  Pinto 
producer,  showing  a  drop  of  lU  percent  from  19!?5>*    In  California,  the  all 
Lima  acreage  is  reported  about  the  same  as  last  year  but  "other"  dry  beans 
show  a  drop  of  about  15  percent* 

If  the  acreage  now  indicated  is  planted  and  yields  per  planted  acre 
approximate  the  195>0-£U  average,  by  States,  the  1956  production  would  be 
about  17*9  million  bags  (100  pounds  uncleaned  basis)  or  almost  a  million 
bags  less  than  were  produced  in  1955* 

DRY  PEAS*    Growers'  reports  as  of  March  1  indicate  they  intend  to  plant 

377*000  acres  of  dry  peas  (including  acreage  planted  for  seed)* 
This  would  be  an  increase  of  16  percent  over  the  acreage  planted  in  1955 
and  slightly  larger  than  the  iO-year  average* 

Washington,  the  principal  producing  State,  expects  a  h  percent  in- 
crease over  last  year*    In  Idaho,  the  second  largest  producing  State, 
growers  intend  to  increase  acreage  more  than  a  third  over  last  year  with 
a  large  part  of  the  increase  expected  in  North  Idaho*    The  minor  producing 
States  report  no  significant  changes  from  the  relatively  small  acreages 
planted  last  year* 

No  estimate  of  production  is  made  until  July,    However,  if  the  planted 
yield  per  acre,  by  States,  should  equal  the  1950-5U  average  and  the  March  1 
acreage  intentions  are  carried  out,  production  would  be  about  U*5  million 
bags  (uncleaned  basis)*    A  crop  of  this  size  would  be  substantially  larger 
than  the  2,8  million  bags  produced  last  year  and  above  the  10-year  average 
production  of  lu2  million  bags* 

SUGAR  BEETS t    As  of  March  1,  sugar  beet  growers  reported  intentions  to 

plant  829,000  acres  of  sugar  beets  for  sugar  this  year,  an 
increase  of  about  U  percent  from  the  798,300  acres  planted  last  year,  but 
2  percent  below  the  10-year  average*    Acreage  allotted  for  harvest  this 
year  at  850,000  acres  is  the  same  as  last  year*    Largest  percentage  in- 
creases over  last  year  are  shown  for  Michigan  and  Wisconsin  where  growers 
in  1955  planted  well  below  their  allotments*    Colorado  growers  who  were 
prevented  by  dry  weather  from  planting  their  full  allotments  in  1955  are 
expected  to  increase  their  acreage  6  percent.    In  California,  where  acre- 
age is  expected  to  be  U  percent  above  1955 >  persistent  rains  and  wet 
fields  have  delayed  plantings  of  the  spring  beet  acreage  and  only  about 
UO  percent  of  the  acreage  had  been  planted  by  March  1  in  contrast  to  6U 
percent  in  1955  and  69  percent  in  195U*    Prospects  for  the  Imperial  Valley 
crop  of  fall  planted  beets  are  highly  favorable  and  the  crop  is  well  along 
with  harvest  expected  to  start  about  mid-April* 
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iiio  official  forecast  of  production  of  sugar  beets  will  be  made  until 
July,    However,  as  an  indication  of  possible  production,  if  1950~54  average 
yields  per  planted  acre  are  applied  to  the  indicated  1956  acreage  by  States 
11.8  million  tons  would  be  indicated.    Production  in  1955  amounted  to 
12,498,000  tons, 

TOBACCO;    Farmers'  reports  as  of  Iiarch  1  indicate  intentions  to  plant 

1,365,000  acres  of  all  types  of  tobacco,  a  reduction  of  10  percent 
from  last  year. 

On  March  2,  legislation  vras  signed  by  the  President  providing  increases 
over  the  allotments  proclaimed  earlier  for  burley,  fire-cured,  dark  air-cured 
and  Maryland  tobaccos.    This  occurred  after  most  farmers'  intentions  reports 
for  this  survey  were  completed  and  before  individual  growers  knew  what  their 
final  1956  allotments  would  be.    There  is  no  way  of  knowing  to  what  extent 
farmers  took  into  account  the  possibility  of  higher  acreage  allotments  in 
reporting  their  planting  intentions.    Since  the  new  acreage  allotments  for 
burley,  fire-cured  and  dark  air-cured  are  practically  the  same  as  in  1955, 
the  acreage  finally  planted  for  these  types  may  be  approximately  the  same 
as  last  year,    For  i'laryland  tobacco,  however,  the  March  2  announcement 
brings  the  allotment  to  approximately  the  acreage  allotted  for  the  1953 
crop — the  last  year  quotas  were  in  effect  for  Maryland  tobacco — when  harvested 
acreage  v/as  estimated  at  45,000  acres,    The  tobacco  estimates  shov/n  in  this 
report  are  based  on  interpretations  of  farmers'  reports  submitted  before  the 
changes  in  allotments  were  made  and  therefore  represent  farmers'  intentions 
prior  to  the  announcement  providing  increased  allotments  for  some  types. 

Flue-cured  types  are  expected  to  total  880,200  acres,  down  11  percent 
from  the  991,700  acres  harvested  last  year.    Should  the  yield  per  acre 
equal  the  1950-54  average  by  States,  the  flue-cured  crop  would  total  1,118 
million  pounds,  compared  with  last  year's  crop  of  1,504  million  pounds. 
In  appraising  production  prospects,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
fivs-year  average  yield  does  not  make  allowance  for  trend,  an  important 
factor  in  tobacco  yield  relationships. 

As  of  March  1,  Burley  growers  planned  to  set  300,300  acres,  a  reduc- 
tion of  7  percent  from  last  year.    The  1950-54  average  yield  per  acre  by 
States,  applied  to  the  acreage  for  1956  computes  to  416  million  pounds. 

Intended  acreages  of  fire-cur eg  and  dark  air-cured  tobaccos  are  expected 
to  total  45,900  and  23,400  acres,  respectively.    Fire-cured  would  be  down  4 
percent  and  dark  air-cured  down  5  percent  from  last  year's  acreage. 

Growers  of  cigar  tobaccos  report  intentions  to  plant  70,600  acres,  5 
percent  fewer  than  the  74,400  acres  harvested  last  year.    Acreages  of  binder 
types  are  expected  to  be  13  percent  below  last  year,    Miami  Valley  filler 
(types  42-44)  acreage  is  indicated  down  by  one-fifth,  although  Pennsylvania 
seedleaf  (type  41)  is  expected  to  be  the  same  as  last  year.    Acreages  of 
cigar  wrapper  tobaccos,  both  in  tho  Connecticut  Valley  and  Georgia-Florida, 
are  expected  to  be  larger  than  last  year. 
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POTATOES ;    Growers  of  potatoes  reported  on  March  1  intentions  to  plant 
1,393,600  acres  in  1956,  or  k  percent  less  than  the  acreage 
planted  in  1955  and  25  percent  less  than  the  10-year  average.  The 
reduction  from  last  year  is  general  for  all  seasonal  groups.    Acreage  is 
down  9  percent  in  the  13  early  States,  4  percent  in  the  7  intermediate 
States  and  3  percent  in  the  29  late  States. 

Acreage  intended  in  the  29  late  States  is  1,065,300  compared  with 
1,096,200  acres  planted  in  1955  and  the  10-year  average  of  1,357,300 
acres.    Declines  were  reported  in  all  of  the  9  Eastern  and  9  Central  late 
States  except  Maine,  Vest  Virginia,  Illinois,  Iowa  and  South  Dakota  where 
the  acreages  intended  for  1956  show  no  change  from  1955.     In  the  11  Western 
States,  intended  increases  over  1955  were  reported  for  Idaho,  Wyoming, 
Colorado  and  Washington.    The  other  7  Western  States  showed  no  change  or 
only  slight  reductions  from  the  1955  planted  acreage.    Growers  have  indicated 
a  reduction  in  the  late  summer  acreage  in  Idaho,  Colorado  and  Oregon.  In 
Washington,  an  increase  in  acreage  is  expected  for  both  the  summer  and  fall 
crops. 

The  intended  acreage  for  the  intermediate  States  is  indicated  at  95,700 
acres  compared  with  99»800  acres  planted  in  1955  and  156,800,  the  10-year 
average.    Nev;  Jersey,  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  which  planted  72,500  acres  in 
1955,  indicate  a  decline  of  7  percent  for  1956. 

The  intentions  reported  by  growers  in  the  early  States  totaled  232,600 
acres,  which  compares  with  255,900  planted  in  1955,    All  major  States  in 
this  group  except  Florida  expect  a  decline  in  acreage  in  1956.  California 
late  spring  acreage,  at  62,000  acres  for  1956,  is  10  percent  "below  the 
planted  acreage  in  1955# 

If  growers  carry  out  the  intended  acreage  in  1956  as  indicated  on 
March  1  and  if  the  5-year  average  yield  per  planted  acre  is  obtained,  by 
States,  a  production  of  361,093,000  bushels  can  be  expected,    This  produc- 
tion compares  with  381,631,000  bushels  harvested  in  1955  and  the  19^5-5^ 
average  of  398,357,000  bushels, 

If  the  acreage  indicated  by  the  March  "intent ions'*  report  materializes, 
the  planted  acreage  in  1956  will  be  6  percent  larger  than  the  acreage  guide 
of  1,316,300  acres  recommended  by  the  Department  for  the  country.  Such 
plantings  probably  would  produce  a  crop  about  19  million  bushels  in  excess 
of  the  Department's  marketing  guide  of  y\2  million  bushels.    For  the  29 
late  States,  prospective  plantings  also  exceed  the  acreage  guide  by  6  per- 
cent.   Under  average  growing  conditions,  the  "intended*  acreage  in  the  29 
late  States  would  produce  a  crop  about  16  million  bushels  in  excess  of  the 
marketing  guide  for  these  States, 

SWEETPOTATOBS :    Acreage  intentions  on  sweetpotatoes  for  1956  are  reported 
at  322,800  acres,  11  percent  below  the  1955  planted  acre- 
age and  31  percent  below  the  10-year  average.    The  reduction  in  the  1956 
intended  acreage  is  apparently  the  result  of  the  relatively  low  prices 
received  for  the  1955  crop.    The  decline  is  quite  general  in  all  areas 

(Continued  on  page  32) 
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Corn,,  all  :_  All  Spring_Wheat  j_  Oats 


Year 

Planted 

Thousand 
acres 

. narveo  5 
Thousand 
acres 

Planted    :  „  . 
1/        ,  Harvested  ] 

Thousand  Thousand 
acres  acres 

Planted  : 

Thousand 
acres 

Harvested 

Thousand 
acres 

1939 

91,639 

88,  279 

16,648 

14,988 

38,203 

33,460 

1940 

88,692 

86,429 

18, 284 

17,178 

39,315 

35,431 

1941 

C6, 837 

85,357 

16,662 

16,157 

41 , 841 

38,161 

1942 

88,818 

87,367 

14,145 

13,753 

43,018 

38,197 

1943 

94,341 

92,060 

17,^69 

16,792 

43,467 

38.914 

1944 

95,^75 

94,014 

19,369 

18,624 

44,141 

39,741 

1945 

"9, 261 

87,625 

18,729 

18,143 

46,025 

41,739 

1946 

88,898 

87,585 

19,351 

18, 73** 

46,515 

42,812 

1947 

85,038 

82,888 

20,066 

19,584 

42,058 

37,855 

1948 

85,522 

84, 778 

20,013 

19,455 

43,838 

39,280 

1949 

86,745 

85,602 

22,728 

21,496 

43,318 

39,236 

1950 

82,  858 

81, 817 

18,888 

18,357 

40, 733 

1951 

83 ,  283 

80,736 

22,  264 

21,669 

41.682 

36,525 

1952 

82,409 

81,099 

21 , 607 

20,  234 

42,766 

38,422 

1953 

81,730 

80,608 

21,791 

20,841 

43,875 

39,217 

1954 

82,409 

80,369 

15,938 

15,123 

47,532 

42,  291 

1955 

81,577 

79,955 

13,891 

13,548 

48,021 

40,933 

1956  2/ 

78,686 

14,605 

46,063 

I 


_Barlev_ 


Tobacco  *  Flaxseed  •  Ricp 


Year  Planted 

:  1/ 


Har- 
vested 


Har- 
vested 


Planted  :  Harvested  :  Planted  :  Harvested 

 t  


Thousand 
acres 


15,513 
15,689 
15,857 
19,686 
17,474 
14,352 
11,745 
11,467 
11,981 
13,063 
11,132 
13,100 
10,869 
9,359 
9.659 
14,759 
16,102 
14,773 


Thousand 
acres 
12,739 
13,525 
14,276 
16,958 
14,900 
12,301 
10,454 
10,380 
10,955 
11,905 
9,872 

11,153- 
9,436 
8,  244 
8,586 
13,183 
14, 247 


Thousand  Thousand 


acres 
2,000 
1,410 
1,306 
1,377 
1,458 
1,750 
1,821 
1.961 
1.852 
1,554 
I.623 
1,599 
1,780 
1.771 
1.633 
1,667 
1,510 
1,366 


acres 
"2,339 
3,364 
3,462 
4,698 
6,182 
2,887 

3.953 
2,641 
4,264 
5,ia 
5,348 
4,  274 
4,116 
3,444 
4,640 
5,869 
5.192 
5,465 


TLoisand 
acres 
2,171 
3,182 
3,266 
4,408 
5,691 
2,610 
3,785 
2,432 
4,129 

4,973 
5,048 
4,090 
3,904 
3,303 
4,456 

5,589 
4,922 


'Thousand 
acres 
1,045 
1,090 
1,263 
1,490 
1,517 
1,503 
1,512 
1,595 
1,719 
1,826 
1,883 
1,632 
1,998 
2,006 
2,174 
2,600 
1 , 842 
1,597 


Thousand 
acre  8 
1,045 
1,069 
1,214 

1,457 
1,472 
1,480 
1,499 
1,  582 

1,  708 
1,804 

1,857 
1,620 
1,967 
1,965 
2,129 

2,  542 
1,822 
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t 

"Sorghums 

s 

Sugar 

Beets 

t  Planted  t 

Harvested: 

Harv,  t 

Harv,  $ 

Harvc  : 

1 

Year 

!      all  : 

for  t 

for  i 

for  i 

for  t 

Planted  » 

Harvestec 

:purnoses  i 

£rain  : 

forage  : 

silaje  t 

sirup_  j 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand  Thousand  Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

Vyjy 

1  7  RAl 
X  (  ,  OO.? 

L.760 

•4,1  W 

o  ft  o  f\ 

OOli 

yVU 

i  fto 
xoy 

993 

918 

9i  onft 

6.371* 

1  1  790 

XX, (cy 
l  t\  iifti 

xu,i*o± 

i  nfli 
X,U0X 

i  ftA 
xoo 

971 

912 

1  Olil 

i  ft  ftnn 
XO  ,  ouu 

1  Oil 

1  7A 
X  (O 

796 

755 

1  olt9 
xyl+C 

i  A  nfto 
xo,U0£ 

5,991 

7,865 

yc  ( 

OOI 
CCL 

1,0U8 

95U 

J.  74.2 

17,726 

XO,UpO 

6.889 

ft  )iO)i 

on  % 

7Xj 

OCY7 
CU( 

619 

550 

1  Oli  li 

9.386 

7,  JW 

ft7Q 

o  ( y 

1  ft7 
10  ( 

633 

555 

1  oJ.  Cf 

xyt*? 

15,668 

6.32l± 

7    3  £7 

5,957 

A71 

OfX 

i  liA 
X£*0 

775 

713 

l)i 

6.669 

623 

15U 

905 

802 

19l*7 

11,277 
13,2lU 

u,590 

61*9 

131 

968 

879 

19l*8 

7.317 
6.^92 

1*,680 

602 

80 

800 

69k 

19U9 

11,061* 

3,633 

511 

53 

768 

687 

1950 

16,050 

10,335 

l*,36l 

65U 

58 

l,0ll* 

925 

1951 

15,027 

8,U87 

1*,660 

802 

U5 

758 

691 

1952 

12,381 
l!*565l 

5,061 

1*,925 
5,266 

708 

i*i 

719 

665 

1953 

6,150 

979 

la 

795 

7l*5 

195U 

20,233 
2l*,113 

11,218 

5,703 

1,161* 

U8 

96k 

876 

1955 

12,597 

6,730 

1,571* 

5u 

798 

7U6 

1956  2/ 

2U,198 

829 

Year 


'•        „  x  ,                   :  p      .     .  j.               s  Beans, 

*  _.  .  i°lal°lB  _  Sweetpotatoes  ,  drj  edible  

,  Planted    1  Harvested  \  Planted    s  Harvested  *    Planted    1  Harvested 

*                  •  t                  s  1 


"TnousahcT 
acres 

1,876 

2,079 
2,250 
2,102 
2,599 
2,155 
1,659 
1,701* 
1,856 
1,996 
1,936 
1,656 
1,519 
1,307 
1,1*36 
1,693 
1,660 

1,535 


TEousand" 

Tnousancl 

Tnousancl 

Thousand* 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

1939 

2,867 

2,813 
2,832 

735 

728 

191*0 

2,886 
2,71*9 

652 

61*8 

191*1 

2,693 

731 

731 

19U2 

2,755 

2,671 

688 

687 

191*3 

3,355 

3,239 

870 

857 

19UU 

2,878 

2,780 

732 

726 

19U5 

2,729 

2,661* 

652 

61*6 

191*6 

2,571 

2,527 

61*3 

637 

191*7 

2,031* 

2,001 

563 

51*7 

191*8 

2,007 

1,981 
1,759 

1*61 

U55 

19u9 

1,778 

U78 

1*72 

1950 

1,712 
1,359 

1,696 

502 

1*92 

1951 

1,331* 

320 

311* 

1952 

1,1*21 
1,51*9 

1,1*02 

333 

325 

1953 

1,525 

357 

351 

1951* 

1,1*26 

1,1*08 

352 

31*1* 

1955 

1,1*52 

1,1*07 

361* 

357 

1956  2/ 

1,39U 

323 

"TEousand 
acres 

1,679 
1,903 
2,019 

1,925 
2,362 
1,996 
1,1*87 
1,622 
1,778 
1,938 
1,885 
1,512 
1,1*08 
1,261 
1,397 
1,557 
1,567 
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!  ?QV?'->a  '  Soybeans  3/  *  Peanuts  3/ 
*  dry.  £ieJi  *  ~_ 


Year 

Planted  i 
1  i 

Harvested 

• 
* 

Grown  j 
alone  : 

Harvested  t 
for  beans  : 

Grown  : 
alone  1 

Picked  and 
threshed 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

«£JJO 

i  Ao 

9,565 

U,315 

2,563 

i  onft 

1  q)iO 

1~\  )i 

9). 7 

XU,UO ( 

If  Rni 
U,0Ur 

0  hCt 

2,052 

J-714X 

^70 
J  17 

dyi 

XU,UO0 

5,889 

i  onn 

X,7UU 

^  TC< 

J,  5  55 

i  0)1? 

pxo 

475 

T  1  AoA 

0  A0I1 

T  O  707 
J-U, 5y f 

XU,  £.45 

li  "XOO 

xyuj 

Dtp 

70C 

(  7P 

xu,xyx 

)■  77£ 

^  A.CI 

5,5^° 

1  0)1)1 

X7UU 

f  5<- 

71  0 
I-L7 

T  3  lift 
X5,XX0 

i  n£A 
X5 ,  upo 

-3  nAft 

X7U5 

Cl  ft 
5x0 

xu, 1 uu 

5,055 

"\  l  AO 

5,XJXX 

T  OliA 

xy/40 

5-1-5 

XX , ( UO 
13,052 

O  olO 
7,7J^ 

ll,lill 

3,883 

)i  noli 
u,  uyu 

1  Q)i7 

xyu  f 

5UU 

Cl  ^ 
5x5 

3  377 
5,5(1 

"\  5QA 

5  ,  C7O 

xyuo 

£70 

1 1  Ofl7 

xx, yo  f 

xu, 00^ 
10,U82 

5,0<£U 

19U9 

383 

35U 

11,872 

2,765 

2,308 

1950 

256 

233 

15,129 

13,81/4 

2,670 

2,268 

1951 

32? 

29U 

15,190 

13,5U5 

2,592 

2,009 

1952 

228 

211 

15,927 

114,338 

1,936 

1,U60 

1953 

282 

262 

16,367 

1U,679 

1,877 
1,936 

1,526 

195U 

290 

269 

18,618 
19,669 

16,971 
18,559 

1,39U 

1955 

325 

292 

2,00U 

1,685 

1956  2/ 

377 

1 

21,760 

1,923 

-  _  fi«Z  -  - 

1  16  £rops 

Year 

;  All 

!  harvested 
1 

:  Annual 
:  legume 
:  hay- 

!  Grain 
,     hay  1/ 

:  t 
.      Planted  or  j 

\        grown  . 

Harvested 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

1939 

69,2/43 

8,311 

3,913 
3,981 

262,969 

250,276 

19h0 

73,058 

8,778 

271,315 

262,070 

19U1 

73,136 

7,21*1 

3,63-7 

269,598 

263, 2U8 

19U2 

7U,827 

7,338 

2,72/4 

280,975 
29U,199 

270,370 
282,837 

19U3 

77,00/x 

7,987 
6,30U 

2,900 
2,8Wi 

19UU 

77,639 

291,326 

283  3U0 

19U5 

76,697 

5,u58 

2,726 

28l,12ii 

273.296 

19U6 

73,71x1 
7)4,666 

h,Qlh 

2,U88 

275,508 

266,916 

19u7 

U,772 

2,U6l 

269,187 

261,902 
26/4,658 

19U8 

71,817 
71,U6U 

U,358 

2,229 

271,087 

19U9 

3,377 

2,829 

269,h32 

263,039 

1950 

7u,368 

3,199 

2,616 

275,629 

268,207 

1951 

7u,Uu2 
7U,u5U 

3,060 

2,U08 

272,33/4 

262,237 
258,502 

1952 

2,831 

3,271 
2,832 

266,220 
271,553 

1953 

73,996 

2,680 
2,566 

263,125 

195U 

72,710 
73,98U 

3,lU3 

283,543 

273,157 

1955 

2,322 

3,783 

286,644 

284,223 

1956  2/ 

74,305 

283,280 

-  16  - 


CROP  PRODUCTION,  March  1956  Crop  Reporting  Board,  AMS,  US DA 


United  States-Planted  and  harvested  acreage  of  certain  crops,  1939-1956 


Winter 

wheat  5 

Rye  t 

Cotton  : 

Cowpeas  3.7 

Tear    iPlanted  in 
:  preceding 

:              ;  $ 
: Harve  s ted : Harve  s  ted  t 

Planted 

#  • 

{Harvested: 

V7X  Uwu 

j  Barv, 
!  for 

i    fall  1/ 

JL  -L 

11 

•  as 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

1939 

46,154 

37,681 

3,822 
3,204 

24,683 

23,805 

3,168 

1,381 

1940 

43,536 

36,095 

24, 871 

23,861 

3.357 

1,432 

1941 

46,045 

39,778 

3,573 

23.130 

22, 236 

3,770 

1,483 

1942 

38t855 

36,020 

3.792 

23,302 

22,602 

3,382 

1,241 

1943 

38,515 

34, 563 

2,652 

21,900 

21,610 

2,  223 

852 

1944 

46,821 

41,125 

2,132 

19,956 

19,617 

1.582 

701 

1945 

50,463 

47,024 

1,850 

17,533 

17,029 

1,486 

646 

1946 

52,  227 

48,371 

1,597 

18.157 

17,584 

1,218 

545 

1947 

58  24ft 

54,935 

1.991 

21,560 

21,330 

1,156 

547 

1948 

58,332 

52,963 

2.058 

23,253 

22,911 

1,189 

505 

1949 

61,177 

54,414 

1,554 

27,914 

27,439 

1,266 

416 

1950 

52,399 

43,253 

1,744 

18,629 

17,843 

1.177 

420 

1951 

55,784 

39,823 

1.710 

28,195 

26,949 

920 

338 

1952 

56,730 

50,692 

1,383 

27,185 

25,921 

818 

291 

1953 

56,998 

46,820 

1,384 

25,244 

24,341 

854 

294 

1954 

46,631 

39,156 

1,717 

19,791 

19,251 

916 

279 

1955 

44,393 

33,674 

2,066 

17,489 

16,882 

895 

362 

1956  2/ 

45,203 

Buckwheat 


Yeas' 


'.Alfalfa 
seed 


Red 
clover 
seed 


Ale ike 
clover 
seed 


Sweet- 
clover 
seed 


,  .1.        .  , •  seed    1    seea    :  seea 

^lanted^arveeted^rv^i/^^  6/iHarv.  j6/,_  Harv 


t  Lespe- 
•  deza 
i  seed 
:  J3arv,  6/_ 
Thousand 


♦Timothy 
;  seed 

«Harvf 


Thousand  Thousand  Thousand  Thousand  Thousand  Thousand 


Thousand 


1939 

acres 
401 

acres 

370 

acres 
1,013,2 

acres 
1,350.3 

acres 
135.4 

acres 
557.3 

acres 
627.4 

acre 
490.2 

1940 

420 

388 

965.7 

2,046,7 

165.1 

351,4 

705.2 

397.9 

1941 

355 

337 

803.2 

1,408.0 

119.7 

350.6 

813.0 

375.3 

1942 

403 

375 

603.7 

1,181.9 

89.4 

230.1 

747.4 

442.4 

1943 

528 

505 

779.3 

1,389.1 

103.9 

183.1 

808.0 

429.0 

1944 

531 

508 

982,0 

2,411.8 

125.0 

292.2 

1,196,6 

364,4 

1945 

477 

401 

880,6 

2,162,5 

142.5 

248.2 

951.9 

364.2 

1946 

408 

383 

1,182.2 

2,581.0 

153.8 

245,2 

966.1 

368.3 

1947 

545 

505 

1,014.7 

1,432,6 

124,7 

229,1 

767.0 

411.3 

1948 

348 

330 

644.9 

1,822,5 

128.7 

208.8 

948.1 

132.8 

1949 

281 

269 

1,102.4 

1,359,6 

89.0 

360.8 

1,060.5 

326.0 

1950 

291 

253 

926.6 

2, 556.3 

95.9 

546.9 

746,2 

444.8 

1951 

220 

201 

883.5 

1,458,0 

93.5 

308. 9 

638,8 

294.3 

1952 

175 

161 

1,339.5 

1,704.7 

70.6 

271.6 

678.0 

242.5 

1953 

188 

175 

948.2 

1,449.0 

62.3 

227.3 

514.0 

214.5 

1954 

176 

150 

1,048.5 

933.6 

51.7 

268.6 

576.5 

237.0 

1955 

135 

117 

1,373.8 

1,384,0 

58.3 

256.0 

926.5 

294.5 

1956  2j 
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1 

Sugarcane 

'Commercial  vegetables  : 

59  Crops  9/ 

:Broomcornj 

harvested 

: 

2F  for  : 

Tear    : harvested: 

For  : 

11  for  : 

Planted 

» 

: 

* 

sugar  t 

For  ! 

process-  : 

fresh  : 

or 

tHarvested 

: 

* 

and  seed  i 

sirup  ! 

in£  7/  : 

market  8/ : 

grown 

Thousand 

Thousand  Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 

1939 

228 

276.0 

lk2 

1,155 

1,927 

3U2,870 

322,109 

19U0 

298 

271.9 

100 

i,Uoo 

1,861 

3U8,050 

331,731 

19U1 

250 

286,6 

110 

1,656 

1,829 
1,798 

3U7,857 

335,513 

19U2 

230 

31^7 

113 

1,978 

351,521 

339,508 

7 

19U3 

2hh 

303.9 

126 

1,929 
1,9U0 

1,733 
2,055 

361,730 

3U7,966 

19UU 

382 

29U.3 

118 

365, 83U 

352,868 

19U5 

286 

285.U 

131 

1,919 
2,058 

2,066 

356, 32U 

3U5,5U6 

19U6 

300 

310.9 

11U 

2,219 

353,011 

313,012 

19h7 

236 

322,2 

103 

1,868 
1,699 

2,001 

356,182 

3U6,380 

19U8 

207 

33U*6 

67 

1,973 

359,i;8U 

3U8,Oh7 

19U9 

291 

338o8 

58 

l,7Ul 
1,615 

2,138 

365,310 

352, 38U 

1950 

212 

333.5 

h? 

2,165 

353,808 

337,085 

1951 

262 

318.9 

33 

1,868 
1,815 

1,975 

362,386 

336,318 
3hl,922 

1Q52 

258 

338*7 

29 

2,016 

356,082 

1953 

260 

3U!u0 

27 

1,811 

2,129 

359, 8co 

3Ul,15» 

195U 

253 

305,3 

28 

1,7U3 

2,159 

355,983 

338, 70U 

1955 

3lU 

289.1 

25 

1,705 

2,122 

355, U76 

333,329 

1956  2/ 

  10/352,337 

I 


l/Part  of  the  aoreage  shown  as  planted  to  wheat,  oats,  and  barley  is  included  in  "grain  hay". 

2/As  indicated  by  wlarch  1  reports  from  farmers  on  acreage  intended. 

l^The  acreage  "grown  alone"  excludes  aoreage  interplantea  with  other  orops., 

4/The  "planted  or  grown"  aoreage  is  the  sum  of  the  "planted"  and"grown  alone"  acreages 
listed  plus  tobacoo  and  hay  harvested,  but  exoludes  "annual  legume  hay"  and  "grain  hay"  whioh 
are  largely  duplicated.    The  total  harvested  acreages  shown  is  the  sum  of  the  harvested  items 
listed  less  the  aoreage  of  peanut  vine  hay  harvested,  most  of  which  is  duplioated  under 
peanuts  pioked  and  threshed. 
5/Aoreage  in  cultivation  July  1. 
^/Acreage  partially  duplicated, 

7/Asparagus,  lima  beans,  snap  beans,  beets,  oabbage  (sauerkraut),  sweet  corn,  ououmbers,  green 
peas,  pimientos,  spinaoh,  and  tomatoes. 

8/Principal  vegetables  grown  for  fre3h  market  in  major  producing  States  inoluded  in  regular 
monthly  reports.    Artiohokes,  asparagus,  lima  bean3,  snap  beans,  beets,  broocoli,  brussel3 
sprouts  (since  1949),  oabbage,  oantaloups,  carrot 3 ,  oauliflower,  celery,  sweat  oorn  (all  major 
States  included  only  since  1949),  cuoumbers ,  eggplant,  escarole,  garlio,  Honey  Ball  melons, 
Honey  Dew  melons,  kale,  lettuce,  onions,  green  peas,  green  peppers,  shallots,  spinaoh,  tomatoes, 
and  watermelons.    Exoludes  farm  gardens.    Aoreage  for  harvest,  inoluding  mature  aoreage  abandoned 
or  only  partially  harvested  beoaase  of  low  prices  or  other  eoonomio  faotors. 
9/lnoludes  orops  listed,  omitting  alfalfa  seed,  red  olover  seed,  alsike  clover  seed,  and 
lespedeza  seed  whioh  are  included  in  the  oount  of  orops,  but  the  aoreage  is  not  inoluded  beoauBe 
moBtly  duplioated  in  the  hay  aoreage.    Excludes  peanuts  not  pioked  and  threshed}  also  soybeans 
and  oowpeas  not  harvested  as  hay  or  for  the  beans  or  peas.    The  total  aoreage s  inolude  some 
orops  harvested  in  suocession  from  the  same  land. 

10/S ince  prospective  aoreage  of  ootton  is  not  reported,  the  1956  cotton  allotment  aoreage  has 
Been  used  in  oomputing  the  59  crop  total  planted  aoreage.    Interpolations  of  aoreage  planted 
have  been  made  for  buokwheat,  aoreage  harvested  for  rye,  broomoorn,  sweetolover  seed,  timothy 
seed,  soybeans  for  beans,  oowpeas  for  pea9 ,  peanuts  pioked  and  threshed,  sugaroane,  and  the 
29  corameroial  vegetables. 
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Corn,  all 


At sr&£e_12^^-_^_  _t_  _  Acreage  planted 


State 

'     Aera&^a  • 
planted  " 

Thousand 

Yield  { 
per  planted  t 
acre  • 

1955 
Thousand 

• 

1 

Indicated 
Thousand 

:      1956  as 
t  percent 

acres 

Bushels 

acres 

acres 

Percent 

Maine 

13 

35,4 

13 

13 

100 

N,H, 

13 

43.2 

14 

14 

100 

vt. 

62 

42.7 

68 

65 

96 

Maes. 

36 

45.1 

36 

36 

100 

R.I. 

7 

41.1 

6 

6 

100 

Conn. 

41 

44,7 

41 

40 

98 

N.Y. 

660 

40.6 

708 

687 

97 

N.J. 

188 

48.5 

207 

195 

94 

Pa. 

1,355 

44.9 

1,400 

1,372 

98 

Ohio 

3,570 

52.1 

3,788 

3,750 

99 

Ind. 

4,602 

50.8 

4,941 

4,842 

98 

111. 

8,948 

52.0 

9,366 

8,898 

95 

Mich. 

1,710 

39,6 

1,972 

1.873 

95 

Vie. 

2,602 

47.8 

2, 842 

2,899 

102 

Minn. 

5,533 

43,4 

5,850 

5,733 

98 

Iowa 

10,84? 

49.7 

10,799 

10, 259 

95 

Mo. 

4, 288 

32.9 

4,291 

4,162 

97 

N.Dak, 

1,224 

20.4 

1,404 

1,404 

100 

S.Dak. 

4,014 

26.  7 

4,  224 

4,097 

97 

Nebr. 

7,490 

29.4 

6.709 

6,441 

96 

Kans. 

2,660 

23.1 

1,802 

1,694 

94 

Del. 

149 

34.6 

173 

166 

96 

Md. 

458 

42,8 

470 

446 

95 

Va. 

1,018 

36.8 

879 

826 

94 

W.Va. 

250 

39,5 

188 

184 

98 

N,C. 

2,  224 

28.1 

2,156 

2, 0^0 

96 

s.c. 

1.358 

18.0 

1,067 

1,014 

95 

Oa. 

3,148 

14.5 

2,820 

2,707 

96 

Pla, 

623 

13.1 

599 

587 

98 

Ky. 

2,211 

34.5 

2,001 

1,901 

95 

Tenn. 

2,099 

27.7 

1,754 

1,754 

100 

Ala. 

2.534 

17.1 

2,159 

2,137 

99 

Miss. 

2,084 

18.6 

1,581 

1,549 

98 

Ark. 

1,181 

18.5 

644 

625 

97 

La. 

838 

18.1 

638 

612 

96 

Okla, 

1,007 

16.9 

349 

342 

98 

Texas 

2,615 

17.2 

2,194 

1,975 

90 

Mont, 

187 

14.7 

215 

211 

98 

Idaho 

36 

50.1 

61 

63 

103 

Wyo. 

58 

17.0 

74 

76 

103 

Colo. 

568 

23.8 

553 

503 

91 

N.Mex, 

111 

12,8 

97 

91 

94 

Ariz, 

34 

12.9 

51 

46 

90 

utan 

32 

33.9 

Ik* 

105 

Nev, 

2 

35.3 

3 

4 

120 

Vaeh. 

21 

55.2 

37 

33 

89 

Oreg. 

28 

41.0 

40 

40 

100 

Calif, 

 72 

_  _  3A.9  

_  _  252  _ 

202 

80 

u.I._  ~ 

1  84,813 

_  _  3AJ  

_8l,i72  _ 
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Spring  wheat 

other  than 

durum 

:  Average  1945-54  

_t  

  Acreage  planted   

State 

Acreage 
planted 

Thousand 

:    Yield  per 
•  planted 
acre 

*          7  j j 
Thousand 

•  • 

i  Indicated 
1         1956  i 

-L  U.  \J  LA  DO  1 1  LI. 

1956  as 
uercant 
nt  1955 

acres 

Bushels 

acres 

acres 

Percent 

A  W  •   W  W  4-4  V 

Wis. 

!  58 

?4  ? 

27 

01 

Minn. 

985 

16.6 

573 

696 

104 

Iowa 

14 

18.6 

10 

12 

120 

N,  UBlK, 

7,786 

12.3 

6,345 

6,408 

101 

b . D&K, 

3,120 

11.0 

2,050 

2  060 

100 

Neor, 

74 

12.1 

22 

18 

82 

Mont, 

3,721 

13.6 

2,362 

2.386 

101 

laano 

592 

30.3 

482 

472 

98 

wyo. 

94 

15.0 

70 

56 

80 

tolo , 

126 

16.0 

98 

74 

75 

1  -  .  1'JCAl 

22 

12.2 

1  Q 

20 

105 

Utah 

86 

31.0 

81 

74 

91 

Nev. 

14 

26.0 

7 

12 

170 

Wash. 

592 

21.9 

180 

194 

108 

OregA 

230 

23.2 

141 

1^0 

 m 

U.S. 

17,523 

13,9 

12,467 

12,  584 

100.9 

Durum  wheat 


State 


Average_19_4j5_54  j_ 

Yield  per  : 
planted  t 
acre  ! 


Acreage 
planted 


_Acreage_planted_ 
t 


1955 


Indicated 
1956 


1956  as 
percent 


j  Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

acres 

Bushels 

acres 

acre  8 

Percent 

Minn, 

47 

13,1 

28 

56 

200 

N.Dak. 

2,309 

11.5 

1,045 

1,254 

120 

S.Dak. 

257 

10.8 

74 

115 

155 

Mont, 

!    I/  15 

1/  12.6 

277 

596 

215 

U.S» 

2,615 

11.5 

1,424 

2,021 

141.9 

1/  1954  only.  Included 

with  "other 

spring"3  wheat  prior  to  1954, 

Rico 

t         Average  1943-54 

Acreage  planted 

State 

Acreage 
planted 

Thousand 

:      Yield  per  '> 
:       planted  : 
_l  ^_a£r^  j_ 

1955  : 

• 

"TEousarid" 

Indicated 
1956_ 
~  Thousand 

:     1956  as 
?  percent 
JL  _  £f_lH55  

acres 

Pounds 

acres 

acres 

Percent 

Miss, 

Ark. 

La. 

Texas 

Calif. 

U.S. 

1/  39 
425 
609 
520 
318 
1,894 

1/  2,464 

2,154 
1,904 
2,  248 
2,006 
2,  232 

54 
438 
530 
484 
_336 
lj.842 

46 
390 
456 
416 
28£ 
1,  597 

85 
89 
86 
86 
86 

86A7 
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Oats  1/ 


Average  194^54"  T 

A         JCbft             T*i"5  PiY)  ^  {\ 

1  O  J\  a  a 

percent 
or  xyjD 

State  J 

« 

Acreage 
planted 

Yield  per  : 
planted  ' 
acre  : 

1  Q<fe 

'  Indicated 

1956  ; 
:  ; 

Thousand 

X  UUU0OUU 

acres 

Bushels 

acres 

Percent 

Maine 

98 

33.7 

99 

97 

98 

N.H, 

11 

17.8 

8 

8 

100 

Vt. 

61 

1 0  a 
lo.o 

44 

42 

95 

Mags. 

11 

15.3 

6 

5 

83 

R.  I, 

3 

10,9 

1 

1 

100 

Conn, 

10 

14,6 

6 

6 

100 

N,Y. 

750 

.54,4 

772 

772 

100 

N.J. 

liO 

2o.  7 

50 

57 

114 

Pa. 

838 

855 

102 

Ohio 

T     1  Oft 

ii 

JO ,  *r 

1,386 

1,275 

92 

Ind, 

1,  JDU 

J«»  .? 

1,363 

1,363 

100 

111. 

J,  ^00 

**0  ft 

3,239 

3,207 

99 

Mich. 

^7  1 

1,490 

1,460 

98 

Wis. 

?  Oft** 

44  0 

2,880 

2,880 

100 

Minn. 

j  r O 

4,911 

4,715 

96 

Iowa 

0 ,  UUO 

J5o  ? 

5,873 

5,873 

100 

Mo. 

1 ,  /Ol 

9i  ft 

2,058 

1,935 

94 

N.Dak. 

9  Jin 

2,102 

1,850 

88 

S.Dak. 

t-i  >  l 

4,054 

3,973 

98 

Net>r, 

-5f  7 

ft 

2,  277 

2,163 

95 

Kans, 

1    *51  f\ 
1,  JiO 

19. 1 

1,383 

1,286 

93 

Del. 

0 

0 

cO.l 

11 

10 

91 

Md. 

52 

30,** 

79 

82 

104 

Va. 

too 

25.0 

255 

240 

94 

W.Va. 

On 

oO 

21, 0 

8" 

76 

87 

N.  C. 

517 

24,5 

709 

94 

✓  * 

S.C. 

768 

23.0 

1  028 

874 

85 

Ga. 

845 

17.4 

1.  059 

953 

7 jj 

90 

7V 

Fla, 

145 

4.7 

188 

199 

106 

&y  • 

158 

17,1 

fcOA 

1  nn 

1UU 

Tenn. 

340 

19,2 

595 

547 

92 

Ala. 

1  291 

14,8 

651 

586 

90 

Miss, 

i  363 

22,8 

802 

650 

81 

Ark. 

!  366 

19.0 

767 

729 

9I 

La, 

130 

16.8 

205 

176 

86 

Okla, 

985 

14.  5 

1,400 

1,  218 

87 

Texas 

j      1 , 681 

16,5 

2,580 

2,451 

95 

Mont. 

f  513 

21.3 

544 

500 

92 

Idaho 

208 

38,6 

230 

205 

89 

Wyo, 

182 

24.4 

179 

179 

100 

Colo. 

244 

23.8 

218 

229 

105 

N.Mex, 

1  42 

16.6 

27 

27 

100 

Ariz , 
Utah 

27 

10 , 0 

26 

25 

96 

1  s 

38.8 

49 

51 

104 

Nev. 

25.9 

10 

10 

100 

Wash, 
Oreg, 

227 

30.4 

237 

220 

93 

!  ^75 

19.5 

449 

484 

108 

Calif, 

L       i31  _ 
|  44,307 

10x2 

4£0 

 _  „  _  „ 

112 

U.S, 

30.6 

48,021 

46,063 

95.9 

1/  Includes  acreage  planted  in  preceding  fall. 
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Barley  i/ 


Average  1945-54  s 

Acreage,  jpl anted 

State 

Acreage 

■fii     n  t  o  H 
pXcxLL  utJQ 

Thousand 

:       Yield  : 
:per  planted  : 

1955 
Thousand 

t  : 

1956 
Thousand 

1956  as 
percent 
_of  19 j  5  

acres 

Bushels 

acres 

acres 

Percent 

Maine 

30.1 

2 

2 

100 

N.  Y. 

89 

28.6 

93 

105 

113 

IT  T 

N.J. 

18 

30.7 

ort 

27 

O  /\ 

30 

Til 

111 

Pa. 

151 

35.9 

OO  A 

230 

OO  f 

235 

102 

Ohio 

25 

27.2 

67 

63 

94 

Ind, 

30 

24.1 

88 

75 

85 

tl  Tj 

111, 

36 

28.0 

1  ii  O 

143 

1  l  O 

78 

Mich, 

115 

31.3 

135 

n  0  0 

132 

98 

wis. 

146 

36.1 

65 

55 

85 

Minn, 

1,068 

25.9 

T  OAO 

l,  203 

974 

OX 

Iowa 

25 

27.3 

20 

26 

Tl  O  A 

130 

Mo. 

119 

18.8 

525 

420 

oO 

N, Dak, 

2,367 

20.2 

3.692 

3,323 

90 

S.Dak, 

1,095 

18.4 

535 

498 

93 

Nebr . 

420 

16.7 

239 

275 

^  T  If 

115 

Kane, 

371 

12,6 

937 

843 

90 

Del, 

13 

25.8 

15 

16 

107 

Md, 

77 

31.8 

90 

92 

102 

Va. 

90 

30.1 

-  J. 

124 

124 

100 

W.Va. 

12 

30.2 

15 

16 

107 

N,  C. 

48 

24.4 

65 

64 

98 

s.c. 

23 

19.5 

27 

30 

111 

Ga. 

8 

18.9 

11 

1  O 

12 

110 

Ky. 

95 

17.6 

^  n  0 

172 

140 

05 

Tenn, 

91 

15.5 

110 

a  A 

99 

90 

Ark. 

10 

13.6 

40 

44 

110 

Okla, 

138 

11.3 

372 

320 

OO 

Texas 

183 

11.0 

£46 

oil  i 

90 

Mont. 

782 

23.6 

1,450 

all. 
Oh- 

Idaho 

370 

33.0 

605 

53* 

OO 

Wyo. 

159 

26.0 

150 

135 

90 

Colo. 

667 

19.9 

022 

xuo 

TJ  Mar 

31 

16.4 

37 
J  ( 

36 

97 

7  f 

Ariz, 

178 

35.1 

249 

224 

90 

Utah 

146 

41.9 

207 

175 

85 

Nev. 

24 

31.0 

19 

20 

105 

Wash. 

179 

32,4 

770 

701 

91 

Oreg. 

350 

31.2 

614 

626 

102 

Calif. 

1,957 

26.2 

2,091 

2,112 

101 

U.S. 


11.713 


23.6 


16,102 


14, 773 


91.7 


1/  Includes  acreage  planted  in  preceding  fall. 
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All  hay 


:  Average_12^^^  

m    i  ti    r|_r  ^  aaj 

_  Acreage  harvested 

!■  r     tm     -ri  mu* 

State 

|  Acreage 
n&rves  ueoi 

'    Tield  per  ; 

harvested  : 
j  acre 

1955 

19*56  : 

1956  as 
percent 

Thousand 

xnousand 

Thousand 

acres 

Tons 

acres 

acres 

jrercenTi 

Maine 

728 

1.04 

000 

055 

OA 

W.Ii  . 

328 

1.23 

cyo 

OA 

70 

vx, 

950 

1.41 

909 

909 

100 

Mass , 

343 

1.57 

325 

325 

100 

R.  I. 

31 

1.59 

31 

31 

100 

Conn, 

268 

I.65 

255 

252 

99 

N.Y. 

3,520 

1.62 

3.211 

3,179 

99 

N.J. 

253 

1.78 

258 

258 

100 

Pa. 

2,317 

1.50 

2,321 

2,344 

101 

Ohio 

2,498 

1.48 

2.381 

2,286 

96 

Ind. 

1,761 

1,41 

1,491 

1,521 

102 

111. 

2,640 

1.  58 

2,370 

2,465 

104 

Mich. 

2.507 

1.41 

2,306 

2,260 

98 

Wis. 

4,017 

1,80 

3,904 

3,826 

98 

Minn, 

3.921 

1.59 

3,795 

3,681 

97 

Iowa 

3.522 

1.65 

4,033 

3,791 

94 

Mo. 

3.387 

1.19 

2,666 

2,879 
3,723 

108 

N.Dak. 

3.439 

.94 

3.686 

101 

S.Dak. 

4,433 

.84 

5,243 

5,662 

108 

Nebr, 

4,832 

1.08 

5,793 

5,619 

97 

Kans. 

2,032 

1.48 

2,452 

2,427 

99 

Del. 

70 

1.46 

69 

67 

97 

Md. 

452 

1.44 

478 

483 

101 

Va. 

1,379 

1.18 

1,380 

1,408 

102 

W.Va. 

814 

I.25 

819 

811 

99 

N.C, 

1,228 

1.02 

1,111 

1,144 

103 

S.C. 

480 

,82 

410 

410 

100 

G-a. 

1,111 

.60 

763 

763 

100 

Fla. 

102 

.65 

112 

118 

105 

Ky. 

1,808 

1.26 

1,741 

1,776 

102 

Tenn. 

1,659 

1.12 

1,495 

1,555 

104 

Ala. 

821 

.79 

739 

709 

96 

Mies. 

767 

1.12 

680 

694 

102 

Ark, 

1,122 

1.05 

869 

912 

105 

La. 

306 

1.22 

302 

302 

100 

Okla. 

1,430 

1.  23 

1,667 

1,567 

94 

Texas 

1,543 

1.02 

1,593 

1,625 

102 

Mont. 

2,301 

1.13 

2  24 

2,456 

2,481 

101 

Idaho 

1,088 

1.195 

1,231 

103 

Wyo. 

1. 092 

1  11 

1,142 

1,119 

98 

Colo. 

1.367 

1.60 

1,342 

1,355 

101 

N.Mex. 

209 

2.10 

236 

236 

100 

Ariz, 

263 

2.50 

293 

284 

97 

Utah 

552 

2.09 

559 

570 

102 

Nev, 

389 

1.55 

298 

328 

110 

Wash. 

813 

1.90 

829 

862 

104 

Or  eg. 

1,042 

1.68 

1,039 

1,060 

102 

Calif. 

 1x900..  _ 

-  _  Z3A836_  _ 

2.10 

_  1,962  _ 

2,046 

104 

y.s,~  ~ " 

  1.39  

_73_,284  _ 

 74,20i  _  _  ZZ 

~  100.4 
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CROP  PRODUCTION,  March  1956  Crop  Reporting  Board,  AMS,  USDA 


Beans,  dry  edible  1/ 

_:_        Acreage,  jil anieiL  _ 

State  ' 

Acreage 

Til  fl  Tl  t 

:      Yield  per 
:  planted 

':  1955 

!  1956  as 
X   1956       :  of.1953 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

acres 

Pounds 

acres 

acres  Percent 

Maine 

7 

895 

6 

7  117 

New  Yorlc 

146 

1,020 

147 

129  88 

Michigan 

462 

869 

 .  531  _ 

 515  9.7  

Total  N.E. 

612 

903 

684 

_     651     .   _  95  _ 

Nebraska 

73 

1,533 

7l 

72  95 

Montana 

15 

1.523 

14 

15  107 

Idaho 

142 

1,731 

139 

125  90 

Wvominff 

78 

1,380 

59 

58  98 

Washington 

12 

1,624 

42 

48  114 

Total  N,W, 

321 

1_592 
749 

330 

318  96 

Col orado 

272 

257 

221  86 

New  Mexico 

121 

243 

46 

39  85 

Arizona 

11 

503 

9 

9  100 

Utah 

11 

426 

11 

8  73 

Total  S.W, 

416 

59_7 

?2? 

277  86 

California* 

Lima 

138 

1,645 

96 

yo  100 

 Other_  

 1 65  _ 

 lo.25.4_  _ 

22_ 

192  85 

I  _Total_CalTf  ornia 

 321  _ 

l_4l4 
1_0_8 

 m  _ 

289_  89 

United  States 

1,676 

1,660 

1/  TnpludpH  liftanH 

grown  for  seed. 

Peanuts 

_Ac.r2a5e_pl.an  te_d__/ 

State 

1  Average 
:  1945-54 

1 

•  1955 
« 

Indicated 
1956 

:      1956  as 
:  percent 
:      of  195i 

Thousand 

Thousand" 

TEousand" 

acres 

acres 

acres 

Percent 

143 

116 

123 

106 

TTorth  Harnl  Ina 

14  Ul   W  Xi.      v/V"  X  \J  X  X  li.Cfc 

258 

192 

200 

104 

X  OXXXIC 

I  k 

2 

3 

100 

X  \J  u  O-l     ^  v  cx      X*  ■           CT*  / 

406 

111 

326 

10_ 

23 

13 

14 

108 

Georgia 

988 

635 

610 

96 

X1  X  (JX  XU.CL 

224 

183 

165 

90 

AT  flViAmfl 

AX  <-3-  U  CLlild 

433 

249 

239 

96 

OqI  q  q  4  -r-v-n  4 

14 

1 

8 

114 

Tn+nl     /  C?    TTi   q -r an  N 
XUlal    Uj  >  Jj  i  a»r  Oct  y 

1_681 

_  _  1,087   

_  _  1.036  _ 

Arkansas 

12 

6 

6 

Too 

Oklahoma 

213 

145 

132 

91 

Texas 

616 

450 

418 

93 

New  Mexico  

8 

 100  

-  Total  lS^W^area)_ 

8_6 

:  :  :  i6i  : 

United  States 

2^.943 

'  2,004 

1.222 

96.0 

_/  Grown  alone  for  all  purposes. 
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CROP  PRODUCTION,  March  1956 


Crop  Reporting  Board,  AMS,  USDA 


Soybeans 


: 

State  '• 

Average 

. 

1955  : 

Indicated  s 

19U5-5U 

j 

1956 

rpnt.  of  1 

UX  X,/ 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

acres 

acres 

acres 

N.Y. 

8 

7 

b 

N.J. 

36 

13 

1*9 

llll 

J— "+ 

Pa. 

1*9 

1*8 

55 

ne: 

Ohio 

1,057 

1,252 

1,377 

no 

Ind. 

1,721; 
3,8U0 

2,102 
M32 

2,228 
ii,698 

ir>6 

111. 

Mich. 

lilt 

152 

182 

Wis. 

71 

100 

110 

1 10 

Minn. 

l,09l* 

2,351 

2,77h 

nfl 

Iowa 

1,71*7 

2,170 
1,987 

2,731* 

126 

Mo. 

1,278 

2,086 

N.Dak. 

23 

80 

108 

135 

S.Dak. 

65 

259 

272 

10  5 

Mebr. 

63 

200 

200 

100 

Kans. 

383 

371* 

31*0 

91 

Del. 

68 

86 

110 

128 

Md. 

90 

ii*i 

169 

120 

Va. 

191 

232 

26U 

llll 

W.Va. 

15 

7 

6 

86 

N.C. 

398 

U67 

5H* 

no 

S.C. 

92 

190 

213 

112 

Ga. 

71* 

95 

10U 

110 

Fla. 

2/  16 

1*0 

1*1* 

110 

Ky. 

196 

200 

190 

95 

Tenn. 

251 

322 

351* 

110 

Ala. 

168 

165 

165 

i  no 

Miss. 

1*30 

752 

027 

no 

xxv 

Ark. 

581 

1,205 

1,350 

112 

La. 

113 

151* 

177 

115 

Okla. 

51* 

50 

1*5 

90 

Texas  6 

6 

9 

150 

C.S.          1"  lU,290 

19,659 

21J60 

110.6" 

l7  Grown  alone  for  all 

purposes. 

•,-time  average. 


Peas,  dry  field  l/ 


State 


"  Average  ' 

Acreage    :      Yield  per 

planted  _s_planted_acre 

Thousand 
acres 

— r~ 


1955 


Ac r e agej? 1 an t e  d_ 
"indicated      :  195^  as  per- 
1956  :  cent  of  1955 


Minn. 

N.Dak. 

M  ont . 

Idaho 

Vfyo. 

Colo 

Wash. 

Oreg. 

Calif. 

U.S. 

~  ir  In 


Pounds 

9iB~~ 


11 

10U 
1* 

21 
181* 
18 

J-k 
369 


980 
1,212 

1,21*2 
1,1*21 

535 
1,186 

991 
1,123 
l,ll*B 


Thousand 
acres 

T" 

2 

6 

100 

5 

18 

179 
5 
_6 

;  3251  " 

States. 


Thousand 
acres 

 IT" 

3 

7 

135 
5 

19 
186 
9 
9 

577 


Percent 
100 
150 
117 
135 
100 

105 
10U 
180 
150 
liS.o 


•orincipal  commercial  producin 
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Sorghums  for  all  purposes 


Acreage  planted 


State  : 

Average 

Indicated 

:         1956  as  per- 

1945-54 

-  19i6_  _ 

:         cent  of  19i5 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

acres 

acres 

acres 

Percent 

Ind. 

4 

4 

6 

150 

Ill, 

5 

8 

17 

212 

Iowa 

11 

28 

77 

275 

Mo. 

168 

295 

366 

124 

N.Dak. 

37 

23 

20 

87 

S.Dak. 

220 

212 

286 

13  5 

Nebr. 

437 

1,301 

1,431 

110 

Kans. 

3.  241 

6,448 

6,706 

104 

Va. 

13 

17 

19 

112 

N.C. 

49 

137 

144 

105 

S.C. 

25 

52 

65 

125 

Ga. 

46 

87 

87 

100 

Ky. 

24 

32 

42 

131 

Tenn. 

44 

112 

125 

112 

Ala. 

66 

90 

80 

89 

Miss, 

43 

81 

69 

85 

Ark. 

74 

154 

169 

110 

La. 

8 

13 

12 

yO 

Okla. 

1,616 

2,325 

2,069 

89 

Texas 

6  81*5 

Q  R71 

7 » or  J. 

100 

Wyo. 

6 

10 

9 

90 

Colo. 

701 

1,808 

1,537 

85 

N.Mex. 

529 

629 

598 

95 

Ariz, 

75 

173 

190 

110 

Calif. 

h  113 

202 

203 

100 

U.S. 

i  14J383 

24,112 

.  24^128 

100.4 

"Flaxseed  1/ 

Average 

T94ji~5_4  : 

Acreag_e_planted 

State  ! 

Acreage 

:      Yield  per  : 

:  Indicated 

:  1956  as  per 

planted 

j_  _planted  acre  : 

1955 

1  19i6 

j.  cent  of  19i 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

acree 

Bushels 

acres 

acres 

Percent 

Vie. 

12 

12.3 

5 

6 

120 

Minn( 

1,266 

9.7 

900 

1,062 

118 

Iowa 

64 

12,8 

15 

29 

193 

N.Dak. 

1,940 

7.6 

3,294 

3,459 

105 

S.Dak. 

62? 

8.5 

782 

743 

95 

Kan  s. 

56 

5.1 

2 

2 

100 

Texas 

149 

6.1 

58 

45 

78 

Mont , 

118 

6.1 

73 

66 

90 

Ariz . 

16 

2/  24.7 

3 

3 

100 

Calif. 

98 

24.  2 

60 

50 

83 

U.S. 

1 

4J367 

8.2 

i,192 

i,46<5 

1Q5,2 

l/lncludes  acreage  planted  in  preceding  fall, 
_2/Short-time  average. 
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Tobacco 


 Av^rags.  19&5=54  

-'•  

 Acre_age_harvejte.d  

State  I 

Acreage 
harvested  ' 

Yield  per 
harvested 

:  1955 

T  nA  1  f,  A  ^  a  A 

1956  ae 
percent 

acre. 

of  1955  

Acres 

Pounds 

Acres 

Acres 

Percent 

Mass. 

7.230 

1,571 

6, 700 

6,100 

91 

Conn, 

18, 250 

1.398 

14,900 

13,700 

92 

Pa, 

32,650 

1.513 

29,100 

29,000 

100 

Ohio 

19,370 

1,333 

13,800 

12,500 

91 

Ind. 

10,190 

1,340 

7,600 

6,500 

85 

Wis. 

19,990 

1,471 

14,  200 

13,000 

92 

Minn, 

416 

1,315 

1/  170 

1/  160 

94 

Mo, 

5,300 

1,071 

3, 200 

3,100 

98 

Kana. 

180 

1,068 

100 

100 

100 

Md, 

^7,710 

801 

49,000 

45,000 

92 

Va. 

130,930 

1,229 

123,000 

110,500 

90 

W.Va, 

:  3.120 

1,304 

2,600 

2,500 

95 

N.C. 

710,430 

1,229 

662,800 

591 , 000 

89 

S.C. 

125,100 

1,255 

117,000 

104,000 

89 

Qa, 

102,100 

1,152 

102,000 

89,100 

87 

Pla. 

24,000 

1,079 

25,000 

22,600 

90 

Ky. 

355,420 

1,260 

Z5ir,  wo 

239,100 

94 

Tenn, 

112,380 

1,293 

83.700 

76,800 

92 

Ala. 

490 

925 

600 

600 

100 

LaA 

 251  

607 

200 

200 

 100  

2-3  Z  Z  Z  Z 
l/Roundec 

1.726,040   

to  hundred  acres 

I1I23A.  z  z 

Ill510ll00l  \ 

Z  1.265. 600  Z  Z 

 Io^4_  Z 

1  for  inclusion  in  United 

States  total. 

Sugar  beets 


Average  19^5-5^  t 

Acreage  planted 

State 

Acreage  : 
planted  : 

t 

Yield  per  : 
planted  : 
acre  : 

1955 

Indicated 

1    1956  ; 

1956  as 
percent 
„o£  1955-  _ 

Acres 

Short  tone 

Acres 

Acres 

Percent 

Ohio 

a,  600 

9.5 

19,400 

20,000 

103 

Mich, 

81,500 

8.2 

63,500 

73,000 

115 

Wis, 

13 , 000 

8.3 

6,500 

7,000 

108 

Minn, 

53.700 

9.3 

66,000 

67,000 

102 

N.Dak. 

26,800 

9.3 

34,600 

36,000 

104 

S.Dak. 

5,500 

9.8 

5,300 

5,000 

95 

lebr, 

60,600 

12.2 

56,900 

59,000 

104 

Kans, 

7,000 

8.3 

6,800 

7,000 

103 

Mont, 

63,700 

11.4 

50,800 

51 , 000 

100 

Idaho 

83, 200 

15.6 

79,700 

81 , 000 

102 

Wyo. 

36,000 

11.9 

34,400 

35,ooo 

102 

Colo. 

143,700 

13.5 

123,100 

130,000 

106 

Utah 

35.100 

13.7 

30,  200 

30,000 

100 

Wash, 

21,100 

20.1 

30,900 

31,000 

100 

Or  eg. 

20,300 

18.3 

17,700 

18,000 

102 

Calif. 1/ 

166,400 

17.2 

167,500 

174,000 

104 

Other  States 

  7,400  _ 

 10.7  

5,000 

 5,  poo  

100 

U.S.""  ~ 

846,600  ~ 

13_.  2 

798,200 

822,000 

103.8 

1/Relate9  to  year  of  harvest.  Beginning  1952,  includes  some  acreage  carried  over 
to  the  following  spring. 
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CROP  PRODUCTION,  March  1956 


Crop  Reporting  Board,  AMS,  USDA 

Potatoes  1/  2/ 
Iverage  19^5^55  ~   "  7  \         Acreage  planted  ~ 


Group  and  State 

|  Acreage 
)  planted 

Vi*»ld  T>PT 
Til  Artt.  aH 

»  1Q« 
• 

j  2 

Indicated  . 

;  ; 

1956  as 
percent 
of  1955 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Jj XL  a  STATES  : 

Maine 

acres 

Bushels 

acres 

acres 

Percent 

166 

379 

155 

155 

100 

New  Hampshire 

4.8 

238 

3.6 

3.3 

92 

Vermont 

6.0 

184 

rt  li 

3> 

3.2 

rt  It 

94 

Uc  OoflAllnoaf  f  a 

ro>DoaLUU9c  HB 

12.0 

Oi  n 

a./ 

8.7 

7.6 

On 

8/ 

f?Vi/\/^£>     Tal  am/3 

xinocie  isxanci. 

5.4 

249 

ii  !■ 
4,4 

li  rt 
4.  0 

91 

Connecticut 

11.6 

260 

9.2 

7.5 

rt  rt 

82 

New  York,  Long  Island 

57 

314 

54 

51 

95 

New  York  Up-State 

72 

229 

l.  rt 

42 

38 

90 

Pennsylvania 

91 

206 

60 

53 

Ort 

89 

 20_ 

_  102  

•t  rt 

 _3_  _ 

 13  

_  100  

y  Eastern 

44/j_6 

284,2 

rtrt  r*  if 

_  _315x6_  _ 

 9i.o  _  . 

Ohio 

33 

199 

22 

20 

91 

Indiana 

19.6 

198 

11.0 

10.  0 

91 

Tl  t  ______ 

Illinois 

10,1 

95 

4.0 

Il  rt 

4,0 

100 

%jT  4  rtV%  4  IT" r*i  m 

Micnigan 

94 

154 

la  A  A 

49,  2 

44. 0 

rt  rt 

90 

Wisconsin 

nrt 

78 

170 

56 

53 

rt  J. 

94 

ill  mm — ,  a  —  I. 

Minnesota 

107 

151 

84 

Ort 

80 

95 

Iowa 

13 

114 

6 

6 

100 

Nortn  Dakota 

119 

165 

rt  rt 

92 

90 

98 

South  Dakota 

TO  J* 

18.4 

_  11£  _ 

10. 5_ 

10.5 

100 

9  Central 

^1^.8 

160.1 

J3_4__7 

 317A5  

 94. 9  

Nebraska 

198 

21 

19 

90 

Montana 

T  O  rt 

12.9 

1  All 

194 

rt  rt 

9.9 

O  D 
O.O 

89 

ldano 

157 

268 

171 

1/4 

1  rt  O 

102 

Wyoming 

0  0 
O.O 

1  AO 

6.9 

O  rt 

7.0 

T  rtT 

101 

Colorado 

65 

286 

j-*  rt 

57 

58 

102 

New  Mexico 

1  A 

1.9 

116 

.7 

.  7 

100 

A*r«  D 

PI  A 

10  n 
X  J  ,  U 

Nevada 

2.0 

Off  0 

252 

1.7 

1.7 

100 

Washington 

31 

366 

rt  rt 

39 

tin 
43 

T  T  rt 

110 

Oregon 

li  r\ 
40 

O  O 

302 

iii 

41 

li  n 
40 

98 

rt_  1    t  r»                •  _      t  / 

California  1/ 

lil 

41 

256 

ii  <i 
_  47  . 

Ii  n 
47 

100 

11  western 

4_7_.9  _ 

2/6.6 

40ojLc 

ill    O  O 

1  rtl  A 

101 . 0 

Of.    t  Afn*ni    C*  m  a  m  rto 

29  LATE  STATES 

.1x3i7x3 

Art  O  Q 

_  232-H  _ 

_1j.Q26j.2__ 

_l_1_065J_3  

 97.  2  _  _ 

INTERMEDIATE  STATES: 

New  Jersey 

42.0 

239 

23,0 

20. 0 

87 

Delaware 

ii  1 
4. 1 

lb3_ 

9.  2 

10 , 0 

115 

Maryland 

10.5 

136 

5.9 

5.  2 

88 

v lrginia 

^7.3 

163 

33.0 

32.0 

97 

Kentucky 

25.3 

91 

16.5 

15.7 

95 

Missouri 

17.9 

102 

9.0 

9.0 

100 

^Kansas  

_  _  _9^6_  _  _ 

_  _77_  _  _ 

 3.JL 

 3x2_  _ 

100 

-  I7_ INTERMEDIATE  STATES 

_  _1_6X8  

_  158.2  _ 

_  _  9_9._8_ 

_  _  25x7_  _ 

I  _9i.lT: 

36  LATE  AND  INTER- 

MEDIATE STATES 

230.O 

1,196.0 

1,161.0 

97.1 
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Potatoes  if  2/  -  (Continued) 


j       Average  1945-54 

JL               Acreage  planted 

Lyjp  as 

percent 
iocs 

uroup  ana.  otat6  < 

Acreage  { 
planted  • 

• 

Thousand 

Yield  per 
planted 
acre 

»  2 

i     1955  : 
Thousand 

Indicated 
1956  : 

Thousand 

EARLY  STATES  • 

acres 

Bushels 

acres 

acres 

Percent 

North  Carolina 

58 

143 

38 

37 

97 

South  Carolina 

15.8 

126 

10.0 

9.0 

90 

Georgia 

10.1 

77 

4.3 

4.0 

93 

Florida 

30.9 

206 

39.0 

43.0 

110 

Tennessee 

25 

90 

13 

11 

85 

Alabama 

34 

122 

32 

23 

72 

Mississippi 

14 

68 

6 

6 

100 

Arkansas 

21.2 

80 

7.8 

7.2 

92 

Louisiana 

19.1 

64 

10.1 

8.6 

85 

Oklahoma 

10.2 

72 

3.0 

2.8 

93 

Texas 

31.4 

105 

18.2 

14.0 

77 

Arizona 

5.1 

319 

5.5 

5.0 

91 

California  1/  69 
 13.  EARLY  STATES^  .  _344^4_  „ 

406 

69 

62 

90 

183..  1 

 25i.£  _ 

232.6" 

_  _  2°j-9-  _ 

UNITED  STATES 

221.1 

_  1,451.9.- 

1,193.6 

26.0 

l/Early  and  late  crops  shown  separately  for  California;  combined  for  all  other 
States.     2/lncludes  acreage  planted  in  preceding  fall. 


Sweetpotatoes 


:_  _Aver.age_19_4j~_^  j_  Acreage_planted_ 


State 

Acreage  : 

Yield  per  : 

Indicated  : 

1956  as 

planted  : 

planted  : 

1955 

1956  : 

9 

percent 

acre  : 

£f  I25i 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

acres 

Bushels 

acres 

acres 

Percent 

New  Jersey 

16 

154 

17 

14 

82 

Indiana 

.8 

116 

.4 

.4 

100 

Illinois 

1.7 

90 

1.0 

1.0 

100 

Iowa 

1.2 

98 

1.0 

1.0 

100 

Missouri 

3.5 

98 

1.0 

1.0 

100 

Kansas 

1.5 

80 

1.3 

1.3 

100 

Delaware 

.6 

138 

.4 

.4 

100 

Maryland 

6.6 

159 

5.5 

5.2 

95 

Virginia 

20 

129 

21 

20 

95 

North  Carolina 

50 

106 

45 

41 

91 

South  Carolina 

39 

91 

24 

21 

88 

Georgia 

48 

70 

20 

19 

95 

Florida 

10.7 

67 

9 

8 

89 

Kentucky 

8.0 

84 

*.5 

4.0 

89 

Tennessee 

18 

95 

14 

12 

85 

Alabama 

35 

75 

18 

19 

106 

Mississippi 

36 

76 

20 

19 

95 

Arkansas 

11.6 

75 

6.2 

5.7 

92 

Louisiana 

100 

92 

109 

90 

83 

Oklahoma 

4.8 

70 

3.5 

2.8 

80 

Texas 

43 

72 

29 

24 

83 

California 

11 

114 

13--. 
-  _3l3J,8_  . 

.       12  - 

100 

U.S. 

466x2 

92.1 

3.22.8 

88.2  m 
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and  in  all  States.    All  major  producing  States,  except  California  and 
Alabama,  show  smaller  acreages  intended  on  March  1  for  1956  than  planted 
for  the  1955  crop.    California  expects  no  change  from  last  year  while  a 
slight  increase  is  indicated  for  Alabama,    Louisiana,  v/hich  planted 
109,000  acres  in  1955,  reported  intentions  to  plant  90,000  acres  in  1956, 

If  growers  carry  out  their  intentions  reported  on  March  1  and  if 
the  1950-1954  average  yields  are  obtained,  by  States,  a  production  of 
30,028,000  bushels  for  1956  can  be  expected.    This  compares  with  a 
crop  of  38,406,000  bushels  harvested  in  1955  and  the  19^5~54  average 
of  43,139,000  bushels. 

The  acreage  guide  recommended  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  1956  for  sweetpotatoes  is  334,400  acres,  and  a  production  guide  of 
31,985,000  bushels.    Present  intentions  of  growers  are  3  percent  below 
the  acreage  guide  prepared  by  the  Department, 
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